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ForwiTHSTANDING rie. IG in EE bes o 33 8 
obtained in the opinion of tbe many (as very entertaining to 
mere Engliſh readers, unacquainted with the majeſtic 
original , yet I — ſubmit it to every judicious perſon com- 
petently verſed in the Greet, whether any Bool after all can be fad 
at this day to want more a faithful verfion \ in Engh/h, than that 
ſtandard of mere Buman excellence in writing, Homer. I fatter 
myſelf therefore, it will not be conſtrued ſo preſumptuous an under- 
taking in me (as at firſt fight it may well appear) to offer a New 
Vienſion of the Iliad. Sure it is no treaſon in Parnaſſus (as meant 

| for the honour of Homer, to make him ftill more obviouſly known) 
to make a model in Engliſh metal of this idol of gold (the ud in 
| inferior braſs (if you will not allow it to be fer, the Latin having 
a better title to that), which notwithſtanding, if truly caſt, and 
of a faithful impreſſion, ought to be received as of lawful ſtamp, as 
being the image of a royal medal of ineſtimable value. Or, if I may 
thus repreſent Homer in figure, by a proverb of the ancients from 
his own works, which, in propriety of the letter, would ſuit better 
the Odyſſey, I am ſtood up to draw this bow of Ulyſſes, amidſt the 
crowd of archers of almoſt all nations and tongues, that have been 
aiming at the mark, and though few have ſo groſly pointed as to 
miſs the butr,' yet none in Enghſb, by what I can underſtand, can 
be fatd to have ir the white, Methinks I hear every. confident 
candidate venting to himſelf ſomething like the following ſoliloquy: 
« 1 appeal to A Ad let che * { Apollo, or his deput 
2 lawfully 


—— 


iv P R E F A 0 E. 
lawfully commiſſioned) aſſign the honourary prize, a ſprig of laurel, 
to that areber andy who Hits the mark, and not to any random ſhot, 
only leſs wide than his b/ind brother markſman. The Liad is like 
an imaginary gold apple, hanging in the air, ſelf-balanced, and in 
conſtant motion, and ſomewhat involved in clouds, ſhewing the dif 
ficulty of the work, with an inſcription all round it, Let it be given 
to the faireſt verfion, which has been productive, and is likely ſtill 
to be ſo, of as many poetical quarrels, as the celebrated go/d apple of 
old that fell to the lot of Venus, and occaſioned fo much contention 
among the rival Goddeſſes, But to purſue the metaphor of the bow : 
even Pope, with reyerence be it ſaid, who ſeems to have come the 
neareſt, has bor ſomewhat wide of the mark ; J will not ſuggeſt for 
want of frength to draw the bow to its full ſtretch, nor through a 
hand by nature unſteady (for in his cun works he is confefledly one 
of the correct of our. bord, but rather I attribute it to a wander- 
ing eye, in not taking at firſt an exact aim, for want of a ſtedfaſt 
direct look at the mark ; but, on the contrary, in the courſe of his 
exereiſe, often locking off it, and twinkling, as it were when he 
drew his bow; . which „ well make his arrows ( verfion} 
fly, wide and vague, . But I will now drop the metaphar (having 
harped too long on the ſame ring). already ſecing a. thouſend 
arrows ready to-whiz at this palpable mark, this butt. of my new 
ver ſion, from the watch-tower of the frowning lynx-eyed. Arifarch, 
confederated in their monthly fittings, as ſworn by office to Ir fly. at 
whatever quarry ſprings up in their way. Whether their cenforial 
authority 1s uſurped, or confirmed by patent, as they are now in 
poſſeſſion, is in vain to inquire. So that I muſt cry them mercy 
ore I am, formally arraigned at their var; and as. I voluntarily 
urrender myſelf againſt my approaching trial, expect the ina] iſſue 


of the court in the regular proceedings of juſtice. . Like other 
poſed criminals in hold, 1 am allowed to plead not guilty: (as no 


doubt. I do), and leave the bench to make the beſt of what 
r {hall appear againſt me from my own, words in writing 


£ Ulk, L 


of ite wing, Otherwiſe I deny. e 
Pöbæbus; I have my juſt exceptions; I will: zt abide by their 
fenternce. But why ſhould I ſurmiſe evil? There is a proclama- 
tion, from whence there is no appeal, that magiſtrates are not a 
& rerror to good works, but to the evil; ſo that if a man does good, . 
« 'he- fhall have even praiſe of the ſame. "Therefore, if this rule 

holds in the poetic court of juſtice, on the 59 ſuppoſition, there is 


room yet to Boh; and, as Horace ſays, Nil deſptrandum; Teucra duce, 


{altering it to Pbæbo duce), nothing is to be deſpaired of, provided 
Pbæbus has been my guide, and intitled me to begin, and will 
continue to —— When a cat is caſt, he has 
ſtill hopes of a reprieve, and ſometimes obtains his pardon on his 
promiſe of offending againſt the laws no more. Should my tria! 
prove thus deſperate againſt me, and that no higher court remains 
to be appealed to (a point I wilt not yet give up, as clear about), I 
know my deftiny, and what future meaſures will be. then expected 
of me, as a reſpectful obedient filence, and a ſtate of guigſcence with 
reſpect to pen, ink, and paper. But I will not yet ſubſcribe to that. 
1 demur upon it. Perhaps a ſecond trial may be allowed on my 
freſh drawing up the caſe, and amending the bill. At the worſt, 1 
b gn: A OR 

at preſent to have in part &ufchered, though I am virtually forbid 
offering his mangled members to the public by any future ſimilar 
ſtab- giving verſions, as a double impiety to his offended manes. 
But I am not yet ſunk with ſuch ſecret miſgivings ; Fam not ter- 
rified into deſpair by what has been already doue, and can appeal at 
DG CEE mn 
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But future Jays are (length of time conſtitutes) the 7% Coundek) 
evidence. Like another Phatton (for I am not yet commanded 
Plence), I am provoked to'prove y prefumed lineage from Phabus, 
amidſt this /ong dearth of genuine Parnaſiaus (to exert at large, 
exhibiting to the public eye, thoſe poetical faculties that have now 
flumbered fo long in my own boſom, and are at laſt fully waked to 
undergo this fery trial), ambitious to mount this imperial high-- 
flying chariot of Homer (the fabulous car of Phæbus, the God of 
verſe, or rather his true chariot), and to try my ſkill. in guiding the 
_ reins in this already-harneſſed thundering vehicle; the faſhion. 
whereof is fo beautiful, for the body thereof ! is the pureſt gold, and 
the running wheels are of everlaſiing adamant ; where (ta purſue 
the figure) I am to bring this pompous car as near earth, as its fixed 
courſe already determined admoniſhes me; and if I Fall in this airy 
tour, through a groveling low-born /{grawtating ), principle, 
through want of ability and ſkill to rattle it ſwimmingly along the. 
firmament ; or, if fy too high (impoſſible in ſtrictneſs, but in 
fancied excurfions of my on, leaving the middle path, and ſuffer - 
the cour/ſers of Phabus to gallop me out of breath, and overturn 
me, for want of commanding the reins, like the ambitious Phatton. I. 
repreſent ; by either extreme, I precipitate my oum ruin, as a tranſſa- 
tor; at the ſame time it muſt be acknowledged, it is ſome praiſe to 
dave dared nobiy, and that the fall from-Tugh.an Geighr therefore was 


glorious. 

But I deſcend (courteous reader) from this bigh-flown 3 
(charioting my pen in the clouds, vain clouds you will ſay of my own 
fancy), and ſtoop from my lofty allegorizing (I fear tedious). humbly 
to. walk the earth in familiar phraſeohgyy'n plain Engliſh. I will 
now confeſs frankly (what I might as well before have made my 
exordium J, that I was prompted to this arduous taſk-by an irr gti ble 
 empulſe (ſtifled for many years, like a /morbered fire that would break 
out at laſt) even out of veneration to Homer; hoping I could at leaſt 

give a faithful verſion * firſt thing needful in a e 
| . ng l 
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PREFACE _ of, ol 
though conſcious, as I muſt be, I could never do that juſtice I could 3 


with, but which I was determined to endeavour with all my 
might, to. an author infinitely above all other. heathen writers re- 
verenced. To ſpeak out, my Zeal burned within me, and pro- 
voked me at laſt to launch out into the turbulent ocean of the preſt, 
after I had for many years filently marked with indignation the un- 

bounded licences ſo ſhamefully taken in my predeceſſor”s. verfom: 
| {paraphraſe rather) ſo notoriouſly. deviating from his great original, 
and yet too blindly admired among the beſt poliſhed gentry 5: 
whoſe education, one would imagine, ſhould enable them to judge. 
better, on ſuppoſition they have improved the School: flock hid up in 
their youth; for, if they have not continued trading in Greek, they 
muſt ſoon have forget the little of Homer they gleaned at ſchool. 
Peace therefore to the monitory Pedagogues |. if when out of their 
reach, they all at once renounced their Greek trammeli. And as for 


the fair ſex, I pardon their preſent prejudices, and honeſt zeal in a· 


miſtaken cauſe in favour of my predeceſſor ; for though they (as in- 


deed. moſt of the males now- a- days) are ſufficiently Frenchified, yet. 
they are not ſuppaſed to 4now the Greek (it being not the faſhion im. 
this unmanly age to be thus Grecianized , and who will therefore- 
perſiſt I fear obſtinate zealcts of the Popian party even for the very- 
rhyme's ſake, and. adhere for a. time at leaſt ſticklers for Bis. verſion; 
as taking 1 it for granted it js iu to the original; which complaiſant 
opinion, taken up at firſt without due grounds, and fince ſuperſti-- 
oully foſtered, is, I have long ſuſpected, the. true cauſe of its being 


ſo graciouſly received to 25 day. In brief, what little Greek we. 


get at /choo/ ſoon dies with the many, when youth are let looſe after - 
kt been long impriſoned: at ſchool like birds in cages ; where 
moſtly ever after they are ſuffered to. vhiſile their. own notes; now : 
they are no longer in cuſtody to be made to fing as they ought, and 
are able to ſing (there being no phznixes to be expected now. a- days, 1 
where liberal nature gratis 1i upplies the want of /cbools and univer- 
Lies, as was our rest * in a ſphere alone by himſelf; as 
4. | F Mule ON < 


vii e 
Milton admirably ſays of him, bat ſweeteſt Shakeſpear, Fancy's child, 
warbles his native wood. notes wild). It is true, our great ſchools, 
Eton, Wincheſter, and Weſtminſter (put for all the reſt wort! 
notice) would fain lure them back, or w/ at leaft the hopeful would 
continue . jingling their bells in their old walks to Parnaſſus ;" or at 
leaſt keep their hands in, by ringing Homer's, {reading and reciting 
his ver/es, which run through all the changes, and make the moſt 
muſieal peals).. But our alma maters (our worſhipful mothers to 
late) call out in vain ; we have left our neſts, and may now with 
impunity chirp our own wild notes, or be wholly nute. Their 
leſlons are now as abſolutely forgot, as the tranſient ſmart of the 
-virga ferrea 'flagellifera (the tail-flogging iron rod), *was deſpiſed 
even under correction by the hardened rhich-fleſhrd dunce. But 
ſtill more home to our purpoſe ; thoſe who ate brought up to 
learned profeſſions, ſeldom after they leave the Univerſities, where 
they are differently trained, and moſtly ſuppoſed to bring with 
them a competency of Latin and Greek (often far from being the 
cafe), notwithſtanding indeed they are often fatherly and warmly 
 admoniſhed, to make a progreſs in claſſical learning, though wiſely 
directed to be chiefly verſed in, as de/igned for, more ſolid and pro- 
table Audi es ;' even theſe hopefuls ſeldom are found, eſpecially if 
ſettled in the country, to refreſh their memories with Homer; and 
the Greek tongue, like the violin, ſo poor an inſtrument in Plebeian 
hands, ſeems very crabbed, and is really diſicult to idle or taſteleſs 
tyros (n taſk inſuperable to ſuch) as the violin, to which we refem- 
ble it, will never be maſtered without inbred genius in the performer 
gifted by Phæbus to reveal its hidden powers, to ſhew its whole Force, 
aflifted by the beſt rules of culture, and perfected at laſt by his own 
 unwwearied Practice. Homer's Iliad, is like old Trey, fo great a part 
of its /ubje& ; it will not be conquered under a ten year's cloſe ſiege 
in the man of books, ſo as to be thoroughly compaſſed, critically un- 
derſtood. This is the 7rue reaſon, our age, like the reſt before us, 
ſwarms with warm crowing Virgitians, but with few, and thoſe 


2 delten 
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* Iuke-warm, Humer s-men. Truly Homer may be ſaid to pit 
ſuch out of bis mouth, and needs only his own trumpet to praiſe him. 
But the cauſe of this miſtake is pitiable ; - ignorance, zgnorance lies 
at the root of all this, ignorance of the beauties of the Greek tongue. 
We have moſtly forgot the Rudiments we learned at ſchool (as be- 
fore lamented), and are aſhamed of being taught when grown men, 
or are too ſupine to recover what we once were in the way of 
rightly knowing; and we are ſtill leſs diſpoſed, honeſt Cato-lile, to 
hammer at Greek in our old age. If this were not the cafe, we 
ſhould ſoon ſee Pindar, Sophocles, and Euripides, at preſent as it were 
appropriated to our deſpiſed Pedagogues, as if they foddered their 
minds on barren od rubbiſb, fit only for worms in their miſtaken 
judgments, more honourably. diſpoſed in the hands of the gallant 
gentry the moſt brilliant of the age; which would effectually wean 
them from their green minds with modern traſb play» 
books, half-digeſted hs and and the like trifles ; our Shakeſpear and 
Milton ever, and ſome athers, excepted, to the honour of our genius- 
bearing nation, who by their OF POTS: got: have. 
lived #169 thouſand years ago; 

And here, let me inſert, that the gen#ry (far Ga c the 
fair for, wn oſten diſcover a ſuperior taſte for polite literature in 
Proportion to, their different education) are the readers I would. 
moſt covet,. and intreat to be my unprejudiced judges, being the 


are better 
the paltry triba of Pedants, who: often know more of languages, 
as conſiſting af ſuch and ſuch words, but as commonly, parrot- 
lite, want the: vic, the acumen, or taſie to. comprehend the true 
meaning and init of an author. The better poliſhed larger. 
fauled, gentry have not only more liberal principles by their birth 
and education (uniting the advantage of good. company to that of : 
books 7. but moſtly are bleſt with better heads than theſe, mean 
ing ſuch as have had indeed the alliance. of ſebaol learning: but > 
73 werer 


lad. perſons, L would oſſend, who moſtly by an inborn diſcernment nn ; 
qualified: to applaud or condemn than mere /tholaſtics,, * 


* F | 
were never deſigned by nature to ediſy properly from the Trudy of 
the politer arts. How did learning dazzle in the great Julius, | 
the e Cœſar, with a tenfold glory, like a rorch oozing on the 
watch tower of Pheros ; and in Alexander the Great, whoſe am- 
bition in that reſpect may inſinuate he preferred it to the empire of 
he world, when in a noble, but ſelfiſh, tranſport of zeal he was 
diſguſted at Ariſtotle, for making ſome of his favourite myſteries 
of knowledge public ? And truſt me, to this day, learning ſits with 
inſinite grace on the brow of majeſty, when it enlightens a royal 197 
Breaſi, and gives apt ejocution to the tongue; and in Proportion it 
Uecorates a monarch's fyſt ſubjects of the higheſt rank and eminence, 
giving thereby a ſpeaking preſence to the countenance of ſuch whole 
minds are thus innobled, ſparkling particularly in their eyes in ex- 
alted and edifying converſation, reflecting only the brighter light 
within that thus palpably overfpreads the :ruly dignified human ſoul. 
Excuſe this digreſſion; to the praiſe of our many illaſtrious learned 
worthies, and for a. pur to promote a en — after ne 
To proceed: 

Now I would fain perſuade myſelf the great Pope was inſenſibly 
Jed into the immenſe liberties he has taken, not by adbering Naviſh- 
4 to the letter (which he ſeems moſtly to have diſregarded), but by 
a ſervile, avaricious attention to accumulate plaufible chiming 
rhymes (a fare batt for monkiſh ears in epic verſe , as wholly build- 
ing on his ſuppoſed infallibility in poetical affairs, as having ſo long 
ſole, without a-collegue, exerciſed a dictatorial power, abſolutely un- 
controlled (for as a great King, Nebuchadnezzar like, whom be 
«« would he flew, and whom he would be kept alive, as witneſs 
his occaſional pazegyric interſperſed in his Epiſtles, and his. at large 
rxcommunication-thundering forth Dunciad), ſo that none could ir 
in Parnaſſus, but as. he pleaſed; now we are far from diſputing his 
critical talents, wherein he greatly excelled, in judging of others 
(when himſelf was not a party). But it ought ſtill to be weighed, 
Jach Turkiſh executions as the bloody Dunciad exhibits -{/irangling 


PREFACE xi 
 - every thing in its bircb) in che of juſtice, may well be . 
ſuppoſed to have had one bad eſſect, the deterring for ever the 
| brow-beat modeſt candidate from attempting to enter the Borders or 
| Parnaſſus, free to all duly called, when ſuch a barking bub 
Cerberus kept the gates; But fo it turned out (as ſuis et ipſa 
Roma viribus ruit, Rome tumbled at laft cruſhel by its own weight ), 
that my predeceſſors being exalted fo high, and afſecting to feale 
the very pinacie of Parnaſſus (where he might have ſtood Mercury- 
like in a flatue fill in triumph, had not his bram turned giddy 
with attempting the airy height '), fell down from bis on proper 
altitude when he publiſhed his riofous verfion of Homer. Though 
the jingle of his rhhyme might conduce to miſlead him from the plain 
track before him (his car being Jurfeited, and his judgment at length 
vitiated by an eternal attention to well marry couplets), which 
I have cuppoſed above for candour's fake, as being loth to im- 
pute it to a leſs pardonable cauſe, as in another it would be inter- 
preted ignorance of the original, want of taſte to ſee the beauties of = 
the Greek, and till to imitate them in Engiiſs, where the idiom of 
our tongue will bear; yet it is glaringly apparent from ſome of his 
notes leſs guarded (very judicious where himſelf is not concerned 
as a party), wherein he tranſpoſe miles, and offers emendations- 
| (becauſe our times truly are more delicate), that he tranſgrefſed 
againſt Homer with his eyes open in a ſelfiſn vanity in an ir of 
modernizing (as if, becauſe we live under the mn of the goſhe!, 
therefore all nations in old times were in a night of impenetrable 
ignorance and natural darkneſs, for we are not ſpeaking of moral 
darkneſs, the times of ſuch ignorance being mercifully winked at}. 
If pack-borſe like (as he ſays of. himfelf truly in a moral light), he 
had jingled his bells to the laſt, though he might have fallen ſhort 
of his former ſelf, rpg cure] e eee 
geſted to juſtify his e miſleading him from the Ig of 
Homer's text before him, at a time his faculties were in their full 
vigour. Why did he not follow that light ? But he ſhut his eyes 


b againſt 


| 


againſt it, FR: es to follow the i 3 fatuus, kindled from 
the fag, of his Brain, which would of courſe leave him at laſt to 
fumble on in his own Uarkneſs. This abſurd principle of vain con- 
eit, . of pride, is what miſled our wandering benighted 
1 {otherwiſe a judicious and moſt correct writer, and 
whom I al bo rather magnify than depreciate) blowing him up 
with hopes of improving his author, the never to be paralleled 7 
truly venerable Homer, by the tinſel equipage of modern dreſt. As 
if one would help the luſtre of a large diamond of the firſt water 
by covering it over with /eaf-/lver, or give Phebus a. lift. in his 
faming gold chariot at noon-day by half a dozen lighted torcbet. 
He ſhould have rubed the diamond to have cauſed it to ſhoot 
forth its ſparkles more briſkly, and have caft forth the beam from 
his eye that made him ſee the ſun (of Homer ) /o dimly, though, in 
reality, Be was blazing in his meridian glory. © My heart therefore 
d bot within me, and while I was thus muſing, the fire kindled, 
* and at the laſr' 1. broke forth with my pen. Reader excuſe my 
zeal, which I. fear has too far tranſported me; I ſpeak out in very 
honeſty in a. ſtedfaſt. principle to Homer, whom I cannot endure to 
ſee tricked up with imaginary peacock feathers, when his own plumes 
are beyond all others, of an original glory and luſtre, not to be coun» 
terfeited or, miſtaken for any other, and infinitely more becoming. 
1 have confeſſed this ſuppeſed treaſon, not iſſuing from natura! 
gall, but a certain old-faſhioned. zeal; and now I expect of courſe 
the tide to run high againſt me, and that the Sillous of the Popian 
party will daſh. in huge mountains againſt my naked verfion, like a 
wenther-beaten bark. floating in a wide and tempeſtuous ſea. I 
have put forth, ./aunched, as I may ſay, in a form ; and a million to 
one, if I reach without infinite perils the d Hired baven. I care not 
yet, if I can but. ſcape ſhip=wreck. I muſt be ingenuous enough to 
confeſs my vefel.is not inſured; . I ſtand all on my own. bottom, to 
fink or ſwim as my deſtiny chances. At the worſt, I can throw all 
we blame on my fore ( che. old 9 Pute) and lament 
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#0 better happened to govern at my birth. And now, der- 
hearted critics, to your pillage ! But to proceed: rt 
Now to enter in good earneſt on the ſuhjest (f i M he 
ſtrain my zeal, more cool after this involuntary overflowing, though 
« it is good always to be zealouſly affetted in a good thing” J. L wilt 
be bold to pronounce peremptorily, even to imagine a device h #8 
mend Homer, and think to ſucceed, in the very intention is madneſs 
in a tranſſator ; it is a ſort of virtual blaſphemy (if we may is - 
ſpeak), and the ſouleſt 7reaſon againſt Phæbus that ſpeaks in bn, 
the unparalleled Homer, who has ever been eſteemed through all 
ages from' his firft appearance the moſt univerſal genius that has 
ever yet ſhone out to the world, having been praiſed juſtly down 
to theſe times with an exceſs almoſt reaching idolatry, Therefore 
is it ſome have, vainly indeed through a miſguided zeal, attributed 
his Liad to the wiſeft of men Solomon; but I wave ſuch idle dream. 
I ſhould be proud to be ranked amongſt his warmeſt admirers, no: 
am I aſhamed to own I reverence the truly venerable bard for his 
works fake ; and for their genuine worth and native ſublimity hold 
his Trad in particular, infinitely ſuperior to all uninſpired writings' 
whatſoever. It is an o obſervation he comes neareſt 1 in unaffected 
majeſty of ftyle to the holy Scriptures, writing with a ſacred vehemence 
(with reverence, if I may ſo ſpeak) as one of the ol prophets. 
From which I would only inſinuate (for 1 mean not to write 
fludyed eulogrums on old Homer, for who needs to praiſe the ſun? 
though none can feel his rays without ſometimes burſting forth in 
grateful exclamation), that as all the learned hold Homer's text as” 
it were ſacred in itſelf, ſo the nearer he is tranſlated to his own 
ſenſe and phraſcology (allowance being reaſonably made for the de- 
fects of a language ſo much inferior to his own), the nearer will 
ſuch 7ranſlation, I dare avouch it, reſemble the beauties of the 
original, ſuſpect ſtrongly moſt books will bear a more Mreral 
verſion than moſt men of learning, but not gifted equally wick 
ge, rem de me 0 have been aware of, and yet be not the leſs 
b 2 * 


7 


xiv FPR N V A 


ſpirited or beautiful in ſuch tranſlation. I will here ſuppoſe an 
author worthy to be ſtyled an original and of ſuch cloſe imitation, 
as Homer is confeſſedly ſo more than any other; and I would in- 
dude a competent tnowledge, in the tranſlator of both tongues in 
queſtion, of that he tranſlates from, with that of his mother tongue 
he tranſlates into. Learning and judgment (indefinite terms, which 
may be conſtrued to include all) are generally held ſufficient quali- 
tigs to turn out an able tranſlator ; but I ſuggeft ra indiſpenſable 
requifites often overlooked, and too commonly found wanting (if 
one is to judge by the performances) as (firſt); an happy delicacy of 
taſte, to diſcern what conſtitutes the cbaracteriſtic beauties in the 
original (meaning hereby the /ame qualities that diſcovers almoſt at 
firſt fight the genuine maſter firokes in a picture of Raphael that de- 
termines it 16, as every man in real life has an air of his own pe- 
culiar to himſelf ), and to this taſte I add a fe/icity of ear, or a true 
muſical ear perfected by cloſe ſtudy and long practice in poetical af 
fairs by reading only the beſt authors (for evil communications will 
corrupt good manners}, and turning over Homer by night and by 
day, as the great magazine, from whence critics have borrowed all 
their artillery ; and by this natural gift thus perfected, as a means, 
the penetrating ſoul of one of true poetic taſte may be ſaid to fred 
on the delectable ſounds of Homer's harmonious verſes, and reliſh 
Feelingly their aptitudes to the ſeveral ſubjects, varied all along with 
ſuch infinite art, yet ſo nicely concealed as to appear pure nature. 
This talent, it is true, muſt be born-with us, though improveable by 
art and ſtudy, and is effential to conſtitute a 2horow tranſlator; it 
may be ſaid to be in ſome reſpe& congenial to what we ſee in ſome. 
originals in the ludicrous way, who are gifted by a particular ear 
and. ample organs/ of utterance anſwerable, to imitate an endleſs. 
variety of ſounds peculiar to brute or human animals, which how- 
ever whimſical and trifling in tlelf, all re rules in nuße can never 
teach, Now the ſame talent in the writing way is neceſſary to 
* what, humanly ſpeaking, we may denominate, a perfect = 
tranſlator; 3 
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eninſlavor+ the original's air and manner being to be taken of, or 
rmitated with all poffible exactneſs fo as to deceive us if F de 
that, if the author had wrote in our tongue and time, he might be 
ſuppoſed to have the very ſame air or /iyle of writing. But, 
« Who is fufficient for theſe things ?” Right; none. What then? 
he who comes neareſt carries the day. But I have forgot a ma- 
terial quality, a genius fimilar to the author we tranſlate ; the com—- 
plexien ſhould be the fame, though the humours are infinitely 
happier mixed in one than the other. There ſhould be what we 
call a family liteneſt. This perhaps is the firft- thing needfut (a. 
knowledge of the tongues being ſuppoſed of courſe), which can 
never fail of rendering the taſk, however arduous, pleaſant to the 
tranſlator, and is moſt likely to enable him to .transfuſe the ſpirit 
of the original into his work, whereby be will alſo delight his- 
reader. As to myſelf, here I am wwhilly.filent. As to my predeceſſor,.. 
I only obferve, had he been of Homer, he would have paid more re- 
gard to the words of Homer ; but he went out from him, by err. N 
ing from his text, and fo is none of RG 

"There is that plain ſublime in Homer (excelled only in boly- 
Scripture } that is perfectly loſt in rbyme, which I admire Pope s 
critical ſagacity did not diſcover to him after a ſmall trial, or 
rather foreſee at firſt fight, as too efeminate to imitate the majeſtic | | 
Thad. It is more wonderful till, that he ſeems not to have been 
aware the ſpirit of the original Homer's proper ſelf) muſt neceſ- 
farily evaporate in the beggarly glare of gilded words foreign to the 
fterling text (which truly it had done equally in 5/ank verſe thus 
managed), that could at beſt but Jaoſely paraphraſe the much in- 
jured miſrepreſented 7iad, and give all readers of karning and te 
an indelible dg by almoſt always omitting very material ep/rhers 
cbaracteriſtic of the Gods or Heroes peculiar merits. I have there- 
fore already in very zeal teſtified my juſt indignation againſt ſuch + 
latitude of verfion. It is bit properly, and not his unmanly 
rhyme alone (for rhyme was then all the faſhion, as ROW, and was. 
I his. 


* | p. R E F A c E. 

bis talent particularly, whoſe — is ſnoot b verſe, correct - 
neſs and conciſeneſ5, with not a jot of Homer's mounting ſpirit, 
though. he wanted not a fiery ſpirit to flame out in ſatire). It is 
this properly, his being ſo rank a Latitudinarian, that rouzes my. 
choler in ſoul-felt zeal for an old author I only. not idolize, and 
has given birth to this bold attempt, a New Tranſlation in Blank 
Verſe after Pope in defiance of open-mouthed prejudice, and his 
rhyme-bewitched party. I act on true principle in ſteady. loyalty 
to Homer, though my predeceſſor ſhould ſtill carry the day. Truly 
he fits in the houſe, and they are engaged his already. Though [ 
thus ſpeak, I would not hereby rob him of a mite of his due; he 
deſerves a place in his own Temple of Fame. I am but too ſenſible 
of the harmony of his numbers, which are only 100 inchanting to 
young ears unacquainted with the full-ſounding nervous: original, 

to lead the bulk of gentlemen and lady readers to a wrong idea of 
the excellence of Homer, as he has ſmothered all he could the na- 
tive majeſty of the Iliad by oſtentatious daub colouring. 

It is hit inflames my chagrin, and confirains me to declare thus 
confidently, which party I lean to, when Homer and he are thus at 
variance. Therefore not, to ſhipwreck my veſſel on the ſame rock 
with bim who threw away his ballaſt, that his might float more 
gallantly at open ſea, though he ſoon ſtruck upon the ſands for 
want of ſteering his veſſel by the IAgbt of Homer's text (for I have 
moſtly preferred rhyme myſelf in my private manuſcripts, as eligi- 
ble in inferior ſubjects), I have choſe blank verſe after the example 
of the great Milton, another Homer in Spirit (on whom I think 
refts indeed the ſpirit of old Homer), diſdaining rhyme for the ob- 
vious reaſons himſelf has given in his Preface to Paradiſe Loſt (to 
which I refer the reader), which breathes very much of the ſpirit 
and genius of Hamer himſelf. It is happy for all, Millan has af- 
| forded ſuch illuſtrious authority, and led the way for our imitatian, 
Hank verſe being in all reſpects eligible in epic, eſpecially to reſem- 
ble Hamers Epic; that, were there no other reaſon ſor it, I ſhould 

here 
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bere prefer: it, as it better enables me to preſent a faitiſul tranſia- 
tim (though I ſhould think the eng of any book might be religi- 
ouſly preſerved pure in rbyme in the hands of an honeſt tranſlator 
of competent abilities, not conceited of his own traſh, but juſt to 
bis author); as moſt | confident the cloſer we adbere to Homer's 
text, imitating as near as poſſible his phraſeology, for as the genius 
of our language will admit, the nearer (as before obſerved) will a 
tranſlation- approach the original's excelleney and characteriſtit 
marks, and conſequently inſure itſelf the approbatiow of all judici- | 
ous unprejudiced readers. I freely confeſs, if ſuch an attempt fail; - 
impartially and candidly Judged, it argues only inability in the 
tranſlator (not that the thing is in itſelf impracticable), and the 
reader is free to apply this with reſpe& to the work before bim. I 
do not pretend to be wiſe above what is written'in the original 
that acknowledged-maſter-piece, nor to offer to the public (twere 
a baſe injury to Homer's manes }- any ſpurious thoughts or amend- 
ments of my own after the example of my predeceſſor tranſlators. - | 
I have ſeen only Pope's verſion of the Liad; but from his notes, 
as a ſound critic, make no ſcruple to believe Chapman's, Hobbes's, 
and Og1lby's performances not worth reading, having indeed never 
heard them elſewhere ſpoken of, or cited as deſerving notice by any 
one. By the way, I have purpoſely avoided ſeeing or hearing of 
| any verſion of Homer ever fince I projected (what I kept long a a 
ſecret from all) a new one myſelf, which was after I had obſerved 
with amazement Pope's, on compariſon, to be ſo very unlike the 
original, chiefly through its licentiouſneſs, ſo that I ſoon cigſed bis 
book, which I never opened after to peruſe till I had niſded the whole * 
Lad; that I might not be tempted to deviate from the text, (which 
moſtly preſents one ſure unerring light to walk by) by having my 
eyes dazzled with his gilded: —4 of pompous rhyming, and while 
I was in ſearch of geld pick up by miſtake his ſplendid counters... 
But I muſt not forget to add, I have ſeen Dryder's verſion of the fit 
1 book 3 that great 0 of his age, who were 
the 
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the bags indeed, but wanted the more ſubſtantial enlivening cordial 
of the purſe, filling other mens mouths, while he lived in the ſun- 
ſhine of empty praiſe). His performance muſt be acknowledged to 
be, as Pope teſtifies of his Virgil, a ſpirited tranſlation; it has bold 
.colouring never wanting in Dryden's hands; but (to be no further 
particular) is not always faithful to the maſterly original. But my 
ſubject leads me to ſay no more of that -next in excellence to our 
Firſt three worthies Shakeſpear, Spencer, and Milton. To return; 
Truly I am of Pope's own opinion (ſee his Preface), what I have 
above hinted, that a tranſlator ſhould conſult Homer from his own 
text only, rather than from any commentator whatſoever ; for, in 


fact, all ſuch ſuppoſed guides generally hold out a #40inkling torch 
and in obſcure places ſerving only to eclip/e an author by ſhading 
what /ights he does yield, which lind direction tends only more to 
puzzle a tranſlator, unleſs be. has a ſteady judgment of his own, 
and fits down at firſt determined, after all conſultations, to be 
directed only by the original where it it poſſible to. gſcertain its 
meaning. And the above recommended method of conſulting the 
text it ſelſ, I truſt I have manifeſted I have adhered to (allowance 


made for * obſcure paſlages) with the moſt unbiaſſed 


mars 

eee eee think rom eee 
of the c/affics among us (I ſpeak. not of verbal proſe tranſlations 
out the queſtion, for the 2% of ſchools }, that very few of the au- 
thors ſeem to me to have adequately valued (for I dare not ſug- 
geſt they did not critically underſtand the Greek or Latin the 

graces of the originals, as they inſinuate by the very attempt; 
otherwiſe how comes it they have almoſt all occafionally dared 
to omit ſo many maſter-ftrokes in the originals they have di/- 
Mured with ſo many ſupernumerary licentious traces of their own! 
It were endleſs to be particular to mark them out, and it- is invi- 
dious to dwell longer on the ſubject. You will ſay perhaps in 
| charity 
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charity-upbi this point, . which L have already 


little longer 5arp on (for I would! fig pull —— a 


n hams men for harbowing Gach miſtakes.in 
to lieentious verſioms). - After all. ĩt mat: ſill b 


I 
bandage Früh, (as Milton: phitaſes. av that po pc 
 Uibuted toy if not wholly occaſioned; this vile latitude, in nd 


ſpeak." out yet more openly and in-rougher 
r as if they Phi ky" 


at | 


held, ding cheaper 10/ſubſtitite in itt room, and Tee 
(their own brain being the choice mint ever coining. ſuch treqſonabie 


tors. 1 have ſuggeſted, I apptebend, the truer cauſe. CA e 
eee Genin 88 


touches of their exuberant inventian, as ſupererogetaryi. graces. of | 


their liberally diſpoſed fruitful- fangs... A fraigf Jani C ed 


x their own creation, as: unlike the original, 28.4: vile dn udn 


in 4 country church-yakd is to the D of n cl 
over an altar finiſhed by the divine Michael Ae, en 


In ſhorts I conſider a tranflatar.in the ſame Abe I don pointer 


e Ad draw a likeneſs ;- he is obliged hy his art faithſully 
n with the very air af the Au perſonage 
before him. Even the nail and 
and all that is allowed him (the very quinteſſence of hig cunning) 

is to give a beautiful libengſi. Nom, this hequtztul lilangſi of man 


aue rhe maſterly hand af aer has preſeryed. in his ,es 


inge aſter ber in ihe Jad. both as to men and things; and though = 
nothing human can boaſt ad/alute perfeciions yet has the art of che 
poet added a neu Algnity by impraving on nature. But 0 ſpeak. | 
ee 4.128 nature in e works * 
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they # Such Ibertine tranſlators: truly are. fruitful.in zonſters-uf 


— 


lair are to he. minutely. che 


Lipper againſt Phabus } very graciouſly affeting, in exchange. ſor the ER 
old reyol of the original, which they are ever aiphing an defarings, = 

\\. farrbitgs; ropreſenting their own... pitiful plebsian img 
. —— —— : 
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Jui te Homer; who took care wo make the bef.eboice, fo Homer my 
be faid to f# to the trunſlator, ho is to copy Bim as faithfully (as 
be did nature) as it is pofſible ; though: certain in an inferior tongue 
10 fall as ſhort (nay perhaps far more ſhort) of Homer's: original = 
graces, fas himſelf Elmer: did of abſolute perfection unattain⸗ 
 able'by any human being. In both caſes à reaſonable glbwance.is 
| of courſe to be made to borb Parties, though neither are to be juſtified 
5555 as to cenſure) in any wilful, poſſibly to be auaided, im- 
perfettion.' I would inſinuate hereby Homer's abſolute perfection, 
bumanily ſpeaking, as conſidered in compariſon with arber writers 
{ports}, and thut therefore in all juſtice he ſhould be moſt cigſey and 
 attentiyely copyed in his tent. To purſue this metaphor of com- 
pariſon, as ſundry beauties, eſpecially; of various climates, may all 
excel in beauty, and yet have different and diſtin& perfections (as 
it is notorious, how Zeuxis ſummoned a lovely bevy: of . the faireſt 
vingins of Greece, from the whole circle to pick out an adequate idea 
to wake hie Halen J, ſo is it among original authors; they may all 
: ſkine-in cheir ſeveral degrees, yet. each have his proper peculiar 
| that diſtinguiſhes him from others. Homer before us 
i, in general terms, that picture fiſhed of Zeuxis, uniting in him - 
ſelf all the graces of poetry. He is the fountain (under over - ruling 
| beaven), from hence all other bards: fince his time have drawn 
their fabled Caftalian water. Himſelf is the true Apolla properly; 


every bard muſt have his Apollo wit bin him. In other words; 


more intelligibly; he muſt be giſted by heaven with proper talents 
improveable by æ fit edueation and ſtudy. But to return: Homen 
may be ſaid to. ſurpaſi as it were himſelf in invention (conſidering 
him as compounded of various exeellences); meaning it is the 
mafter-jewel af the rieh cabinet of his mind. It is a far of the 
firſt magnitude; all his graces united together making up a com- 
plete cyngſurr, or conſtellation of ſuperlative glory. If we ſup · 
poſe a Poetical flar ſhone out at his birth, as we needs muſt (as 
the 'beathens fabled of every Rn + bard, the moral of which'is - 
. wy 
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Hint), muſt have lightened # conſiderable part of the heaventþ 
as an omen, Homer, when dome to mgturityy" would fil re - 
nb bis Fenown ; as in fact, "His Poems have been the onder of 4. 
nations whereſoever Recs has made the ſeaſt ! havi 
been moſt marvelouſſy preſer ved, collefted and difpoſed in their 
natural form we now have them, with infinite 


birth; which, notwithſtanding, through the modeſty of his poems 


remains a ſterer to this day, as much as the burial-place of se 


divine law. giver of the Few. This wonderful mam (this Selben 
of the heathens ), who graſped the while circle of arts und ſchenetn 
then known in his comptchetifive mind (this Phun of poets Hving 


| fiill in his own immortal works, and who dying as to his terreſtrial 


part left no other to ſpring up from! bis aſhes }," has made his i 
menſe treaſury of knowledge ſubſervient to his poetry; Arn wing pit 


in the Nad and Odyſty, aprecably to the ſeveral octafions, With 


 kingly profuſion for the reader's pleaſure and inſtrustion. And in 
nothing is he more reſpectable than for the -valuable "morals he 
watches all opportunities to inculcate, which it is needleſb to point 
out, inſomuch that Horace cried out he"extelled thei very"; 


EG The reader will diſcover at a glance ſuch pearl of ad, 


interſperſed in almoſt every page, which bine through" the 


He” and caſt a glory all round them; and 1 will not anticipate. = 
his reliſh, or rather affront his underſtunding, by painting te thet 


hgbt, Vet even be, this Homer (whoin we can fe Ver 


| enough mag. 
nify) has, "notwithſtanding ſome charatteriftic muri, that amply 
his marvellous invention 


diftinguiſh him from all others, as (beſides 
above ſpecified) a certain majeſty and ſublimity* of thought peculian 
20 bimſelf, with. a noble mne of e. ſpirited with b 
metaphors agreeably to the taſte of the oriental writers in tint eurly 
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| pany and. 

zeal of learned men; and even Eingr have conteſted Fan, 
paſſion for him being notorious) WhO ſhould moſt reverence Hs, 
as well as people of different tongues diſputed the "place of his _ 


age he ** | 


Homer, 
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; D the critics mouths ever ſimce his writing 
have filled all ages with aſtoniſſiment, and indeed are obvious at 
ſirſt igkeit to all, that be may run bat readeth; the moſt ſuper- 
ficial peryfal will mark them out to the dulleſt eye. I. add there- 
fore-a,;le/7 hackneyed obſervation, and which requires 7g 0fe and 
ſceling in a reader, with native delicacy of ear to reliſb it, that Hamer 
ſtands. ſufficiently diſtinguiſbed from all others by the inimitable 
harmony of bit numbers, in;which he could not have ſhone equally 
in any other -language'as in his own ſonorous Greet; any more 


| bad imperftifefoued organ. For his numbers are varied with in- 
furt art (as tunes are changed at pleaſure by a maſterly hand) to 
fait all along the. ura] ſubijects (the excellence of which is that it 
ley concealed, the very property of art when in perfection, as if it 
was pure nature, as before ſpecified) his verſes now flowing: on 
mgeſtically ou and ſolemn; agreeably to the gravity of the ſtate- 
dis in the filler ſcenes; or running off uialent and rapid like a 
. ruſting torrent, when he is painting the paſſions in a ferment. in 
erden: of baut (the Hiad. being one continued ſcene moſtly of 
martial oz), the. fanorous numbers now. echoing the /ſhout's of 
me enabatteled warnors, the ſinging gf ſpeart in the gir, which 
they derken, ſhowering down in thick tempeſts; and now languiſh- 
- ingly«plainrive'to-figure. manly. beauty cut: off in its b/com ; at an- 
other time the fullfounding verſe roars. rough like the turbulent 
acean in a tempeſt, which he is deſcribing, or ſwells in open vowels 
like the roaring. of the vordly liom in his many /ofty fimiles, which he 
makes ſo conſtant an cmllam to ſhadow forth the courage and fury 
ef the combatants; yet ſo varied, as to preſent ever a neu * 
in a ſtill ne Me in ſu mary amazingly. diver/ified attitude. And 
now ſtill exalting his notes, he makes us as it were hear the tre- 


meadoue-ſaund; of Fove's thunder in the rumbling majefly of his 
vent awchally. rolling: along when he is painting out the ſovereign 
of a . the ſcene hs = 
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I Handel could have ſhewn the power of muſic on a 
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gliding without ſtep J, whom he is deſcribing, imitating through» f : 


out the magic power of .Afiallo's harp, when he charms the ear of 


Fove himſelf, and all the lifiening Gods in a circle, am at the end — © 


che fe book. In brief, his well-madulared werffication, fo. Won: 


| derfully condugted in all ite pate, were ſufücient of itffif alone 


abundantiy to.charaHerize him pre- eminently from ul others, were 
we to omit the greater parts of poetry (as of puinting nan; 
and de/ign. . I cry the reader's; mercy for this needleſ panegyrie on 
Homer (for as I ſaid at firſt, who needs praiſe the fan i but this 
rambling excurſion. has-ſlipped from me in the overflowing-of my 
zeal on the too tempting ſubject. Vet I muſt not forget/that are 
in the Jhad of antiquity,. that 10 awes and charms in i the 
eldeſt writer extant ;- it is like the true ant fue, ns fancy faggeſis/in 
a ſuppoſed flatue of Phidiats, or, a pitture. af Hpriln. Thus the 


tower, of Babel (but that was nat finiſbed as in the- Iiad);cot Nev = 


buchaduezzar's. palaces. at Oli Babyln, weren they all rinaining (1 
bad like to have inſtanced in Salamams temen : ſlouriſhimg, ain 


their firſt glory, they wanld ſtrike the; eyr, and fill the mufng 


mind of the beholder with a ſomewhat -fimilar;zeverence.. A 
of antiquity there: mig be of coutſe in à work ſo ancient, but tho 
band of time has ſo inelluurd. the air of the Lau, und made it 
truly venereble, not merely for its antignity, but as Hamen r pvf,,ẽ 
drawings. alter nature were at firft ſo maſtetly dig, which Was 
what igſured their immortality, and cumſfitutes them (| ſpeaking 
piatures to this day. And it is notorious, hom all have ,EZ4e 
| aker bis great originals in all ages, and copyed each hit favourite 
grace that moſt ſtruck his own fancy ; Virgil only, his beſt di- 
eiple, having made excellent biſflry- painting conceived in ee 8 
and executed with a ſteady hani in the mann from Homer's g | 
ing archetype; having imitated to the very: Jife-his- bolpuring £194 | 
particularly in adapting the ond of his Ines. to the fe a8 well 
er Wain n "ay n 
ide in 
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Latin weighed with - Greek, being at the higheſt valuation, but 18 
Auer to gold. Now theſe charattersſtic marks above, which I 
have briefly hinted with an epiſtalury freudam without ſet method, 
are to be made to ſhine out in the verſion; as the principal parts in 
good painting ought to pręject themſelves, and and forwards, bold 
and full in order to meet, and attract the eye at firſt fight. 
Pope . himſelf. (I heartily praiſe him in this) expatiates on the 
aſtoniſhing invention of Homer in his excellently-penned. Preface, 
having ſo judiciouſiy praiſed the great compiler of the Iliad, and fo 
fully in every reſpect, as outſtripping by the creative power of his 
inag inatian, by the bold wing of his fancy, all ſucceeding bards, 
having eee e glory to glean after: him, that it 
is ſuperfluous to enter upon a formal detail of particulars, and 
„„ ee eee eee ee ee 
or methodical in my inſtances of Homer's confeſſed ſuperiority 
And I muſt be ingenuous enough to declare, that had he Pose 
followed his | own (moſtly) ſoumd rules of direction (for though 
rhyme 'ſhewed an error in choice, it needed not to have diverted 
bim from attending to the text before him), he had given leſs 
occaſion,.or juſt bandle to any one to hazard ſucceſs in any new 
attempts to tran/iate Homer. As matters now-ſtand, what moun- 
tains of prejudice. mult be removed, which of courſe are expected 
to riſe up, befote another verſion can take place; or rather that 
mountain of. offence to Homer's text, already blocking up the road, 
ſtands chiefly in the way, upon which almoſt: 40/l degrees have 
papiſhly. burned incemſe, which 1 leave the reader's ſagacity to un- 
tiddle. But after all his good rules (convicted from his own words 
and condemned), even to wave his rhhyme ill- choſen at firſt, his 

Wilful omiſiant and innovations by his licentious management, which 
united all together were. ſufficient of themſelves to ſap the credit 
of. the bole, be has given bis venerable majeſtic original, in his 
tawdrj-copyed. venſion, a dowuright magern air, as if Homer had 
e Yeſterday; having *. nothing of the antique, 

which 
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—— im his Preface ſb nece W cakes i; 
fully preſerved. But to reaſon co in a'word ;; hot fhould r 
rag of ſcarlet frize be worthy to repair from time to time Large 
rents purpoſely made in very wantonneſs im u rule pf cruhen, ot 
el purple? For what elſe is'n thought, zn imaginary amfnd - 
ment of Pope s, obtruded ri us; anch ſtientei artfully Win s 
rhyme, which he would have us /eoallom like aigilded pill bf pb. 
Jon, but grols-treaſon againſt the majeſty of the bigh-throned Honter, 
whoſe: whole works, his elaborate Lud and :Odyfey;" gh. like: 
mine of the pure gold, and whoſe kinguage is durable and foining 
as everlaſting adamant I I cry my reader mietey-;'1 „ 
I have vented my thoughts on this head too freely alrend y. 
To begin now to haſten to a: concluſion; n bee pe | 
laſt ſee ſhore, . after having his pdrience! nigh exhayſtedetith: widing 
through this /ong ſea: of a Preface'(having, been as: fediois as H lng 
winded ſermon: with the ſame ala plea of ouer-officious: æeal, n T hene 
the preacher, for thy more abundant edification' truly in the in- 
portant ſubject before thee) ; firft,-previouſly I intreat thee, %. 
ſoeuer thou art tbat read, a frovening blood · thirſty criuic with it 
ſmattering of the Greek, or a man of plain ſenſe, but horn wia 
good taſte, or, mort eligible, a tender-beurted lady of quick diſoeru - 
ment, yet pleaſed to make gracious allowances (of which temper 1 
could wiſh ny party, now I am putting up for votes), wnhoſtiever 
thou art that readeft, I intreat thee to dicard all preiudiae ſo na- 
tutal againſt a auriter unthawh, in fävour of one) id well known, - 
thougb now / na more but in his want that: ſtill continue to ſpeak 
for him; praying only the favaur to be calniy read through, before 
" thou declareſt thyſelf for ar againſt, ne. Without further pream- 
ble, leaving this plaintiue Icy, not agreeable to my conflitutional 
 vivacity, the candid reader bere may expect to ſee Hamer, and 
nothing Bur Homer as to the ſenſe, with all the compoutd epithets” 
ſo beautiful and natural to the Greet, giving ſuch &gnivy tothe” 
1 and e be met with in every Raf, zmirated in 
r our 
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| ee Wh ben of the tranſlators judgment and Aan: 
Where ne hopes a due alorance will be 'vouchſafed him for bia 
laudable ſpirit and endeavour” in this monfler=producing - age in 
Dur refinements of their oven, to make thoſe boppy' darings 
im the ar gina reliſh/ in dur BAgizſb. I am m 'o/hamed of any 
thing that is truly Hmm (aſhamed ſuid 17 I am mor ron 
thing that is bir; not but Homer ſhines out like the un, more' fully 
at ſome ſeaſons than others, and, like the im, may appear eclipfed. 
for a ſew minutes), and I fall give intire all his 
repetitions,” not cheapening him to fr. apohgy for them, they 
being ef in themſelves venerable (which mode we find coun« 
tenanced in holy 
dgrecable to-the g of thote: axrly Re 
The reader has at preſent” one boot only Re rie 
what I at firſt propoſed, tus fell exuberanthy with Preface 
and Nore ; my 40 exouſe for borh which is, and particularly for 
= tmde notes, that this here is intended to occaſion brevity = 
> herafer; for dy opening my mind ſo freely at firſt, the leſs need 
mall 1 have to axchim on every paſſage» in the progreſs of this 
work; RG forme} civile and tedious compliment among /trangers 
© ', very often terninate in cordial: familiarity and hearty _/riendfbrp. 
= It wil de ay glory, if ever I can apply this. But as to the notes 
Mp o bloated in dimenſion, which have given me a thouſand times 
more perplexity than the uon, having ove and unwore, like 
Pojtelope's web, for years beſore I food determined (which at laſt 
was to ru chiefly to my own" bottom), they are moſtly neu, and 
=_: bn a nete play, or rather on an old one revived almoſt antiquated, 
= | n long diſuſed, being caloulatod to render the graces. of Homer 
. 5 more oonſpieueus and obvieur to all, meaning to all perſons 
EC ved with 4 tolerable degree of rale (for the hind can never be 
Wo PP 
| erte Diomyſus of Halicarnaſſus," The tranſlator is preparing to fol- 


low up this: book, purpoling' * convenient expedition, with 
AQ 1 : the 
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rbe verfion-of the 1obole Jiad, which has already lain long finiſhed by 
him. But in fact, I have as yet compiled only one Bird part of 
the notes; in other words, for eight books ; the whole work waiting 
for a fair copying out, and _ a few ok peers n as at the 
* fitting. - 

But perhaps ſome barking critic; that muſt viola be meddling, will 


forbid, the bannt this firſt time of publiſhing, ſwearing I deſerve no 
nearer connexion with any of the Muſes. I muſt lament” then the 


ill fate of this introductory piece to a large ſett of hiſtory paintings 
it belongs to, being ſo imperfect of itſelf, and ſeen ſingly ; for they 
would look all better, as defigned, ſurveyed in one light, and in com- 
pany together; and ſhould ſuch cenſure be confirmed at the court 
of Parnaſſus (for every cur hits not off the true; ſcent}, I am even 
reduced to ſubmit to the no leſs ravenous worms, that muſt devour - 
this ſpecimen at their leiſure ele wege e wm Wen | 
ous heaps of ſuch like poetical lumber. - 

Before J conclude this rambling Preface, writ with the freedom of 
an epiſtle to a friend, in lieu of a more exact formal method, e 
perhaps might be expected of a candidate towards his judges, as 
arguing more reverence with ſome, and a remnant of grace leſt in a 
not yet hardened offender, F muſt further intreat the reader's pa- 
tience to bear with a franſient remark or two on a ſeu lines of the 
opening of the Niad in my predecęſſor s verfion. I cannot in policy 
omit it, ſince my zeal has tempted me to utter, perhaps too unad- 

viſedly, what common prudence had better ſuggeſted to ſupprets, 
hoping hereby to ſuſtiſj my. free hints concerning that ot herwiſe ſo 
juſtly celebrated Engliſh bard, and the laſt, as I remember, that has 
appeared, whoſe memory ſhould therefore be the more willingly 

| cheriſhed, and towards whom afterwards I ſhall obſerve the pro- 
 foundeſt filence with reſpect to cenſure, unleſs compelled by neceſſity 
to vindicate my own verſion, where he chances to aſſert a contraryꝝ 
ſenſe in the text, or . any nn impoſe et too e ta 
be borne. 
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But to proceed to the lines, after having made my boldneſs appear 
more audacious by an affected tenderneſs, as loth truly to caſt a ſhade. 
of criticiſm to fully anot bers brightneſs. The ſubject of the Liad 
is the wrath of Achilles, who is by Homer ſpecified expreſly to be 
the /on of Peleus (a name reverenced in antiquity, of which more. 
in my notes}, yet Pope has fimply called him only Achilles in the 
very firſt line of the Poem, when it was more neceſſary, as on the ty 
firſt naming any God or Hero, to give the full title to gratify the 
reader's curigſity. He has mentioned Pluto's gloomy reign in his 
third line, though the grave only (or Pluto, if you pleaſe without, 
his kingdom } is mentioned in the origina/; to take no notice of 
his. beavenly, an unneceſſary epithet, added to his Goddeſs to. fill up 
with in his ſecond line; as if he would court her more ſucceſsfully, 
and that: ſhe could not refrain finging after ſuch compliment ; and I , 
will ſpare the word cbrefs, that 945 here a flat ſound in compariſon 
of heroes expreſly in the text in the fourth line; as knowing they 
are /monymous terms moſtly, and both allowable; though heroes 
ſeem to me to be of a higher rank, as it may be thus predicated : 
Every hero is a chief, but every chief is not an hero properly of 
conſequence ; ſo that they are not always convertible terms in ab- 
ſolute ſtrictneſs and propriety. And then it follows: 


« Whoſe limbs unbury'd on the naked ſhore, 
Devauring dogs and hungry vultures tore.” 


Where the /ir/i line is not in the original, which fays their bidies 
were left a prey to dogs, and all manner of fou (though the ſenſe 
is indeed implied as being what happened on ſuch woes to the 
Greeks); and as to the /aft line, Homer adds no epithet to the dogs, 

nor does he intitle the birds vu/tures, though whatever bird might 
be well termed hungry, as well as the dogs above devouring. But 
what perſon of tate ſees not by adding ſuperfluous epithets here, 
obvious ones to fill up the verſe, that the tranſlator leſſens the terror 
| oo the ſcene by endeavouring to heighten it? It is Horace's pur- 
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. which hoods have denn bf 9th 
readers imagination to ſupply, as Homer well knew. Thus Pro- 
togenes knew not when he had finiſhed his preces, and made his 
pictures little after they had acquired their perfection; and" one 
would think the author of the Eſay- on Criticiſm ſhould have 
known ' epithets were faperfluous here. In the fue next lines he 
omits ſpecifying, who Atrides is, fignalized by Homer with that 
honourable diſtinction, King of men * much as to ſay, the imperial 
ſovereign of the whole Greek hoſt, that could boaſt of including 
many famous kings, of all whom Agamemnon was king ſupreme 
and commander in chief during the war); it might not unreaſon- 
ably be inquired, which Atrides he means; for it might refer to 
Menelaus equally as the ſon of Atreus, though the zitle is oſtener 
and more properly given to Agamemnon; but this I hint with little 


ſtreſs on it, merely as it is at the beginning of the poem, where the 


names of heroes ſhould be more accurately diſtinguiſhed. © And, 
what diſpleaſes me full as much, as relating to the Hero of the Poem, 
he ſubſtitutes the epithet great, a general term for an hero, e 
of the nobler in the original, Goalie Achilles. 
It is here granted, that a tranſiator cannot well avoid ſtatic 
adding or omitting an epithet, and varying in the phraſeology (the 
idiom of a different language may warrant, and occaſion as much); 
and certainly a reaſonable allowance ſhould be made in ſo long a 
work as the Iiad; only it is remarkable (and for which reaſon 
merely I have noted the above liberties, which, if modeſtly and diſ- 
cretely taken in a fitter ſeaſon, had been venial), that Pope, Fehbu-like, 
at the very firſt ſets out with that air of triumph, which his ſpirit of 
libertiniſm ſuggeſted, and hardened him to continue on dee 
his whole licentious verfion. 
But I forbear further, and this may rwe n ns of the mbit 
nem of bis tranſlation, which I am willing ftill to allow as beau- 
| d 27: tiful 
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tiful as you pleaſe, with this proviſo, that it is always Jeſ+ beautiful, 
and engaging to any impartial judge, as he adventures: to deviate 
From, or miſinterpret his great original, Homer. Homer an author 
of too high a claſs for one of hig abilities, or any others that ever 
drank the Caſtalian ſpring, to hope to improve by adulterating. 
Homer { a bard truly, whoſe Miſe ſoars too ſublimely, and flies too 
rapidly along the aerial road for a chicken of bis wing to contend 
with or outſtrip. And ſhall 4e dare to curb his flights, retrench- 
ing his text, or pretend to mount above him by fancied excurſions 
of his own brain, adding to what is written? As. Icarus would 
needs out-fly his more ſteady-minded. father Dædalus leſs loftily 
diſpoſed, and by melting his wax dropped into the deep; ſo by quit- 
ting Homer's text, the beaten road, as he /aunched out at firſt wan- 
tonly, ſo he periſhed at laſt, as a_tran/lator, in a ſea of errors. His 
conduct is as extraordinary, and his zeal as commendable, as if a 
fign-dawber ſhould paint all over freſb Raphaels divine cartoons, 
and for argument · ſake, on ſuppoſition of ſome, {mall blemiſh, a 
worm-hole of time, ſhould i it up with a kind e of fool's 
colours of his own. 
I have criticiſed theſe few lines of my late predeceſſor i in no o-pther 
view than as they deviate from the text, in pure zeal to the original, 
which as old gold 1 with ever to be preſerved inviolable from what- 
ever hands would traiterouſly preſume to clip or deface the royal 
flamp ; and could 4/ along, were I diſpoſed, utter ſuch invidious. 
truths, being perfectly amazed at his contidence in omitting almoſt 
conſtantly through choice, / thoſe aweful compound epithets to the 
Gods and Heroes (which I may be allowed barely to repeat in my. 
ſumming up my charge againſt him), which it is generally allowed. 
have a /ingular majefty in the ſenſe, and where Homer's ſublimity 
eminently ſhines, which be inſinuates will nor ſhine nor reliſh in 
Engliſh (which is his arbitrary judgment on them in the lump), 
but allowing the dzficulty, and that ſome fero poſſibly may be found 
of fubborn metal very loth to reſolve into our Engliſh ; yet I he- 
ſitate 
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state not to pronounce, chat it muſt be as much Gig to Gt 
of proper ſtill in a tranſlator, as to the poverty of our language; 
for build we may with brick after the ſame model, though we can- 
not, meaning ſo as to make it paſs for the real. ſubſtance, counterfeit 
| therewith a pillar of gold or marble. And of the larter materials 
(Fgurattvely in point of duration, or rather of fill more durable 
adamant 75 is the fupendous pile of the Thad, that has _ and 
an continue ſhining, throughout all age. 7 
Whatever be the fate of this enterprizimg attempe, laudably 
meant and faithfully endeavoured, yet 1 clearly foreſee its ſucceſs at 
preſent will depend rather on the comparative merit betwixt ſuch 
blank verſe performance and Pope's in rhyme fingly by themſelves, 
or with each other confidered and examined, than on the 2 
reſemblance in very truth either work ſhall be found to bear to the 
divine original, though the likeneſs only ſhould determine the pre- 
ference. This is but too evident already (according to the moſt 
probable conjecture 1 as the learned few can be the ſole adequate 
Judges, who are the leaſt likely of all others to Ig bt on this ver fon, 
as they will hardly venture their caſh to peruſe a ſample from an 
hand unknown, whole trumpet has not yet ſounded,” whoſe per- 
formance has not been warranted of Pbæbus by well-ſealed" teſtimo- 
nies, or inſured ſucceſs before hand, for a ſun-ſhine quarter, by 
pompous ſubſcriptions from the great to enable it to walk abroad 
with an air of triumph.” Theſe adepts in the ſciences will never 
compare it with Pope's verſion with a view to the original, as 
knowing his to be a paraphraſe, but will be tempted rather to 
fubſcribe to the common method of paſſing ſentence on the whole, 
as each wverfion reads better, and more agreeably by iz/elf than the 
other ; or, if they are further curious, through an extraordinary 
complaiſance, to be at the pains to examine this ſpecimen with the 
Greek, to ſee, if in this my copy I have followed cloſely Homer's 
text, even this way I may be a ſufferer, without firſt a gracious 
allowance made for an inferior tongue (which diſadvantage truly 


Az 
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aſſects us both equally, though my predeceſſor has the tawdry 


benefit of gilded rhyme) as a picture may be ſeen too near, in 


too full a light, and compared too attentively with the original, 


When done in wore colours, and by an infinitely worſe band. 


But I refra# my unjuſt fears; and am not apprehenſive of any 


unfair deciſive © ſentence from the court of ' gentlemen ſcholars 


und critics, whom I defire to be my impartial judges. I dread 
rather only certain Grubftireet foreſtallers, airy garret writers, 
whom I deſpiſe as to their praife or diſpraiſe, as humane as 
the Old Egyptians, who are for drowning every production in- 
diſcriminately in the muddy torrents of their own cenſure, that 


\ rhey are not beſpoke (hired) godfatbers to, ſome of their own 


fraternity being the known fathers; I proteſt here publicly 


| before-hand, 1 will not abide. by the indigeſted determination 


of ſuch, whom I ſcorn as much as I reverence, on the con- 
trary, the golden mace of the true unprejudiced critic, of the 
quality of 1:huriel's Spear in Milton to ſhew every thing in 
its genuine colours on the touch, capable of diſcerning with a 
ſteady eye when we follow Homer's light, or the deceitful 
dazzle of our own fancies, If I may fpeak out, I am chiefly 
jealous, the worſhipful order of the truly learned and candid will 
take it for granted, as coming from an ob/eure corner of the 
earth, and from a Parnaſſian unknown, this verfion will of courſe 
be found in the balance wanting, and ſo will not put us in the 


ſeales together ; and it is hard treatment, over rigorous 


that [ſhould ſtand at Homer's bar alone to be judged W to : 
his rext (though that is what I humbly pray the court), and my 
predeceſſor ſtill carry the day without undergoing the fame trial. 
But be this as it chances; I ſhall endeavour to ſubmit with a phi- 
loſophical fortitude and refignation (leaving the fina/ iſſue to 
time) to the common practice of moſt readers as above; to ſtand or 


fall, as a tranſlator of Homer, as this ſpecimen ſhall happen to ap- 


pear more or leſs worthy, compared with Pope's, in the eye of every. 
impartial and candid peruſer. | 
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ALE EXANDER- (otherwiſe Paris} departing; for Wi 
pitably entertained-by: Menelaus;' and havitig folen n 

he makes off for Trey. The Greeks; being;apprized thereof; diffs = 
patched elders to Priam, both Menelous himſelf, and Ulyſſes, ad 
Droniedes, and Acamas the ſon of The, whom-the Tried. in = 
tended on the firſt moſt convenient opportunity to haveſlaing which 
they had effected, but ſor Aurenor, who, after he had-extertaitied * - 
them umieably, diſmiſſed them from Trey. the Adr. 
(nothing having been done to their ſatixia@inn) on their retuen461d 
the Greeks all that had paſſed. On hearing eee 
ede n body the white ppl WR. 
marched with his army to the Land of Lion; and having beſieged 
it for the ſpace of zine. years, on the tenth year came on the wrath 
of Achilles (being blown up to a flame) upon this account. 
Chryſes, prieſt of Apollo, arrives where the Grecian ſhips were The 
ſtationed with a fatherly impatience to ranſom Chryſtis, bis 
daughter ; but not receiving .her, but on- the contrary being re- 
proachfully treated by Agamemmon, he prays to Apollo againſt the 
Greets; whereupon a Peſtilence enſuing, and many, of courſe, - 
periſhing by it, Acbilles ſummons a council. 2nd Cohen ies 
ing conjured to it, and firſt indemnified by Achilles for ſpeaking 
out) having revealed the whole truth, and Achilles thereupon com- 
manding that the God ſhould be propitiated, Agamemnon in a rage 
proceeds violently againſt Achilles, and raviſhes away by force 
Briſeis, that had been given him as an honourary reward for his 
great ſervice done in war. Upon this, he ¶ Achilles) is inflamed. | 
with anger n And Thetis, at her ſon's requeſt, 
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at Jupiter, till Vulcan: 
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and the frft word in the ſecond line (OU) has fomerhing in — in the 
very ſeund; conveying admirably to the car an idea of the deadly Hecks of his anger, 
in the myriads of ſorrows occaſioned thereby to the Greeks ;'/ it being ſufficient to 
juſtify Homer, that 'he paints him; not As a perfect character, but as made up of 
virtues and vices, agreeable to what fame reports this diſtinguiſhed Hero Tie an- 
cients juſtly praiſe Homer for making his Poem' to begin not with the very beginnings of the 
ar, but for immediately tranſporting the hearer into the mid of things, and interweaving © 
afterwards in their proper places matters preceding. A tranſlation. of part of Dr. 
Clarke's note on the place, whom I engliſb occaſionally to ſuit the leſs learned reader 
(citing Ariſtot. Poet. Schol. and Hor.) This example of Hamer in making his poem 
to open in the middle of things, our denn * * in His ng wh 
. — Peleus' ſon,] 
Fortes creantur fortibus. Hor. Cm L IV. N iv. pr © 
| The brave are produced from the brave. VG | 17 
Or with Theocritus, Idyl. xxii. * 213. | i e 
8 Adroi vt xpariorlt, % ix * — 6 * of = 


2 THE FIRST BOOK 
Plung'd many a Hero's valiarit.ſoill ; his corſe 
A prey to dogs and fowl : (fuch Fove's high will y :: pet Lg: 

Thy were (allen nur, 4d | ſprung from la valid Ire. Shs, i mY father jo jof 

ereus, is a name reve- 


Achilles by the Goddeſs \Thetis, a ſea nymph daughter of 
renced in antiquity. For which I need only cite the nn Pindar . in 


ſublimity to Homer 10. 
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King Peltus glory \inithe ancient virtues, A e fdfplanta for 22 an in- 
comparable ſpear, ſole, without the aid of an army, ſacked Joleus, made himſelf ptr 
F the Sea-(Goddeſs) Thetis, not without great difficulty. He tells us afterwards, 


Hero appears of great weight that has native virtues from his illuſtrious ance _ 
royſuã di r Ci wiye Brides, applicable immediately to Achilles, whoſe vatour 
from his infancy, even in its dawn, promiſed i in due time ſuch a blaze of glory 

as diſtinguiſhed the Hero of this poem. The liarned teader will pardon my 25 


the paſſage at length in the . 1. which hall En in lain ber the 
leſs lrarned's ſatisſaction. | 1 % * * 
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But the ly (baired) Anil, living in the ak 4 ms being yet a child, PR 
forded frequent proofs in his ial Play of mighty deeds atchirved by his hands, For 
brandiſhing a ſhort javelin of ſhary iron, ſwift as the very winds, he wrought defiruZti on 
in battling with the wild lions, and ſlaughtering boars ; and their carcaſes yet quivering | 
he brought (in triumph), to the centaur (Chiron) the ſon of Saturn, being as yet but ſix 
years. old, weben be firſt thus lized himſelf; while ever after, Diana and the 
Ainerua conti onifhed to hold him, © Or wery fing: without (the 18 of J 
dogs, or +a Ids, for he 3 in ere of) — as. Ode 3: ) 


- 
N 9 1 * 2 * 
* * 
12 = 5 - 
15 beter ir Svc — ge Hier en 75 
9.1. FE «+ \- LI. — 1 * E 14 „* Aenne *. £ 2, 16 


.- he: — apps Ira. Ls Th. 4; 
There is no city of a tongue ſo barbarous (however remote dom * ud); that 5 

not heard of the glory of the hero Peleus the bleſſed (honoured) ſon-in-laty of the Gods. 
He mentions Achilles and Peleus, and kin g Zacus (father of Peleus).honourably with 
Fove himſelf, in the 8th Ode of his Pythia. And, to crown all; Pindar celebrates 
Peleus and Achilles (Fove at laſt being ſoftened bathe] prayers of Thetis | for her ſon) © 
in the Hand of the Bleſſed, in the ad Ode of his Olympicks. 

Euripides alſo, in his Andromache, repreſents Pelexs very honourably, as 2 wiſe old 
king, and full of valoyr. _ 

The venerable Hefiod alſo, in his Theogony (breathing therein * of che air of 
Humer, and next in antiquity, who adopts, or otherwiſe chances to light on the 
ſame epithets to his Gods and Heroes, almoſt- N comprizes i in tive! verſes 
Achilles, Peleus, and Thetis : | 

Ilnas J Juniaca Si Sine a aryigbriga 1 5 


TDoeirar Ac pntlwopa, 2 5 1006, 7. As 
But the ber- footed Goddeſs T hetis, vanguiſhed by Peleus, "ey hrs lu that 
burfler through of hoftile troops, endued with a lion's heard. 
Theocritus too thus alludes to the ſame, 
A tris BabluannQ- dulce n 
Alaxida Inge. | 
But the full-boſomed Thetis (bore) the SS ddills to Pens ho 7 Focus, 
Idyl. xvii. 3 55 | 3 
Nor has Ovid left untouched this „„ = ator 
1.+.4, 40 53 oamnc eus 3 174 
1 Clarus erat N we wy 5 418. 8 : 
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— con uk Dea contigit uni. [Peteo]. 7 . me) Ae 12 7 
A Goddeſi-ſpouſe was his {Peleus 8) lot only. | beef b | 
And thus Proteus prophecies « of Achilles to Thetis e * jt 4 
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— mater eris Juveni, qui fortibus actis 8 | 
Acta Patris vincet, majorque vocabitur illo, 223. 
Thou ſhalt be mother to a youth that ſhall ſurpaſs the (valiant) deeds of his "oY bi his 
own (valiant) deeds, 'and ſhall be called (therefore) greater than be. ry in 
tranſport, 2 
Felix et Nato, felix et conjuge Peleus. 3 26. 
Peleus was happy both in his ſon, and happy in his (Goddeſs) conſort. 
But I am loth to omit an elegant - paſſage in Euripides (which ſhall cloſe this 
Jong note), where he makes the Muſes celebrate the N —_—_— and Thetis : 
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The fair-batred Pierides (the Muſes ſo called) at the feaft of the Gods, beating the 
earth which they marked with their golden ſandals (as they danced in N came to 
the nuptials of Peleus, melodrouſly ſinging, making the names of Thetis and Macides to re- 


ſound with their loud voices. 
2. — ſource to wretched Greece 


The miſchiefs done to the Greeks by Achilles we may learn from thoſe lines i in the 


th book (obſerved by Dr. Clarke). For before Achilles had ita 


Ougineole Tyre s wvhauy Aapdaviduy 
"Orxrioxey* xeivs vag idee ꝰ pH LYX0%- | 6 races 
Troy train ne'er dar d to ſally from their gates; 
For why, they dreaded his den Tay. 
ei corſe a prey 
To dogs and fowl:)— 
— Canibus data præda Latinis 
Alitibusque jaces— En. bx. 485. (cited by Dr, Clarke), 
The learned reader will not be diſpleaſed with my putting him in mind of a paral- 


lel paſſage of ,Sephocles in his AIAZ MATT. fi xve} wpiGalor, oi Y * 
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— his. dead body, may by. 10 ch hd lt This e . 
retchedneſs attending their unburied 2 bod 15 being left @ prey to be mange 
thus inhumanly; a barbarity then commonly pr ſed among enemies, as is noto- 
rious j and Goliath, the proud champion of Gath Againſt Iſrael, accordingly _ 
threatens the ſtripling David i in his haughty defiance: Come to me, and I will give 
thy fleſh unto the fotuli of the, air, and to the beafts of the field, 1 Sam. xvii.” 44. And 
Virgil, long after. Homer, in the ſame ſtrain, repreſents the ſouls of the unburied | 
gain, as being reduced to wander raund the milindholy: PO * an rare 
a, WR Joan from the 6th book of tris Rüeis. 
I tant eee annos, velitantque hæc Wha circum, 6.093 mort 
Tum demum admit ftagna exoptata revifunt- 3 . wid er offs 
_ bundred years theſe ſhores they hover rj, wn wh bak 
Wand'ri ring, then paſs at Joft the bng-wiſt/d ford. hz 
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nam ſeva Jovis fic Numina poſcunt. An N ech 
Plutarch diſputes Whether the poet means God himſelf. or Fate in his book of Hits - - 
Potts, and again, in his book of the Repugnances' of the Staicks., But there's no 


for this, for Homer ſpeaks net herr a a philoſapht#, but aſſefts enlj thus much, That i 


very many, and greater than' could e foreſeen, ſprang from e ee, 
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Agamemnon, and me Menelaus, ar illizſtrious pair (well 11 . goremmens) 
20. Hear, Atreus' ſons, Greeks all well-fene'd with Greaves!) © 
| Haw, briefly (ſays Cqmerarius), how artfully deth he court their benevolence ! Nay, how 
exceeding. 55 18 verſes ( in the SpA doth by rouſe the attention of the two 
generals, and the bole army 4 bis foft Pas "with religion, LW * „ 
(Dr. Clarks). ent ee re 
As to the heal b ae N. I cg" This abr ghrafs rol I 5 
rendered toell. fenc d with greaves) receives ſome light, to unravel its meaning and 
ſhey what this, leg-armour Was made of, by an en lanatery like epithet, in the nary 
book. (0 41.) xcanroxyicdes Axaioh,. reis = "armati Achivi, ſignifying 
greaves were of braſs, which we muſt ſuppo ſe_incloſed, qr r ckached round 2 == 
from the ancle upwards by 75 of, defence, 4 2 7 ver 7 probably” were much of 
the ſame kind as we xead, in ae were, worn, b e Giant Goliath. And he 
had greaves of braſs upon his tegs,. I Sam. 
© Though 2 epithets are — T0 in t e Trek, NO — dur attention as pre- 
- ſerving the antiquit the zling often to the tranſlator 
who is —— — W 2 n Front whole one; E 
give the full meaning in Englih ; and being thus wire-drawn, they are till 4/5 
ü Poctical, and the oftener they occur; ſtill che worſe; for there is no departing * 
altering without preſumption, the plain tent. But this is my misfortune. that 
not a more licentious "tranſlator, uho artfully paſſes over ſuch difficulties and 0 
; affairs, as never can ſhine in our Engliſb, and which never were intended, by Ha 
himſelf for his Pearls in Poetry ; being pertinent phraſes alluding to warlike ci - 
in thoſe early times. Vet in Homer's days. ſuch epithets (and the often repeating 
them) might be uſed in-very. foligy.z\ſp far then duch they be. from giving offence to 
the moſt refined taſles, as, reliſbing of the cuſtom of antiquity, being never impu 
to barrenneſs of choice, which can leaſt of all writers, be objected to Homer. Ar 
| this. martial:opithet, riianyudecy wellafonced\ with greques, might he a very c cordial en- 
couraging one to the bulk of the nod, to . it is addreſſed 1 im Fpmmon, which 
was indeed dignified with many illuſtrigug; c ets, ho were'many of them 
kings and great perſon tho might be particular meant as. a proper ſalu- 
8 to acm mne Hrs e Vo I [harnefted" for Aly arte . armed, 48 * 
ſay, 3 clad re bead to foot for defence. 
| 2 
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d alſo in Nod, who has either adopted, or chanced do light on the fins 
phraſes and epithets with our (Tweety e att 
wells, Hog: Eye N Hua, eee e ee Fen 
35. Hence in contempt, ad man /! 0 e 
original i 705 which I have venture't5 ese 4. pun; and not Gre, mee, 


honourable term, as beneath I do; as I imagine it is very ſuitable here to the pride 
of Agamemnan in this contemptuous ſpeech to the ſlighted priz/? ; though 1 judged 


it not neceſſary to keep Pp ſuch * when Hemi n (or che . 4 in 
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(which I have drawn out into two, being too pregnant in ſenſe to be fully expreſſed 
in one) is perhaps as celebrated a verſe as any in Homer, and in every 2 mouth, 
univerſally admired. Pape profeſſes himſelf pleaſed with the'**melanchily flowing of 
the verſe fo admirably expreſſuve of the. condition of the mournful and deſerted father,” 
meaning, I ſhould think, the r and iden ↄhſorveg in 1 — 19199 


1e 
It better paints the an anguiſh of Ch . 5 by lence, f an all the the uſual exclamat : lang of 


« howling ſorrow.” 0 100 
To which let me add, for y patt L am eee eee ſo- 
norous word wo ef malt aſtoniſhingly fetti its. o found 
(by the happieſt confunllicn o vowels and conſonants, Ns 9 ins e hum- 
ber) the roaring of the octan; and Jakgornt, ſuch un apt Rug cle a an happy contordia 
diſeors ( ai ſcordant concord) no leſs expreſſes the flaſhing of the ſea, when the waves 
are repr eating ſtom the ſhore.:: Such. is the majz/ly of dhe Greek language, and the 
energy of its rich compounds ; which; mocks, our. Engliſh (I. might ſay the Latin too) 
though it ſhould rather jn/þirit,, than, ſilence our endeavours in humble imitation. 
St. Jobn in the Revelation has many paſſages where he hultiplies ideas to excitt'an 
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Loth to diſmiſs Chryſcis from theſe . 


*\ * 41 


Valu'd beyond, all ranſom ; whom Ii in, WE : 510 Rs = | 


Enjoy at my own dome, a . h bn n 
To Chtæmngſira [prefer th | maid, 5 = 6 Ping? ad Fu 35 

| Whom I eſpous d a virgin e 421 ins 0 e 

She ſhines adorn'd with er y f gift ⸗ vil gin fi9d 7 44 


Equal in manners, perſon, mind, a Se 01; - 9111 603 85 0 98 0 * 
Yet her I will reſtore, if beſt it ſeem; | 


Better the people flouriſh, than conſume; © © 85 140 


bp a. $5 * 


Hut grant me a reward, leſt I alone 


1 we, 


Of Argives all go prlſeleſs, waren, ll ee diet, 459 


That were indecent; and ye all may ſce . e N 
My due reward already is bern 
I 30 7% Cheng be I preferthin ed, eb 5 1 3 \ 


One would think Clytemne/ird had — BHY of this uin of "aA kingly Jord, 3 


and. woman-like play d her cards accordingly ; for it. is. notorious, whom ſhe fa- 


voured in Agamemnon' ; abſence, as well as he tragieat uſagt he mewn on his return. | 
to hime. 


That paſſage of Horace, though. ſpoken of the pan of bee. for another- 


| —_ ( oe, | is alſo applicable hefe: 


Arſit Atrides medio in triumpho att 44 
Virgine raptn. e 1. OY el . 102 
Arvider, in the nid f his triumph, burned te eig the egit maid bs had cor ed 
off (among the other ſpoils in war). © 
Far be it from me to juſtify Agamemnon in eb alias, any more than the tall 
fate he met with on his return home from the treachery of his. adultereſi wife (even 


admitting her-conſcious of what was done, and her ſuppoſing the worſt), though I 


muſt praiſe Ore/tes his fon for executing due vengeance on the rank Egiſibus; how- 


"You feign' outrageous, the far-ſhoting GG %ꝶt 70 5 


ever, I could wiſh, his own mother had fallen, (deſperately wicked as ſhe was) by any 


ether hand. As the gf ſays 1 to An of his \ cranes : Leave ber to ves F 
Excuſe this —_ 71 | : 


2 Siri 


1 


\ 


N 


O vaineſt, luere- minded Chief of all !- F420 8 85 1 5 ; 
Acrides how ſhall the ee Gros |. 1 
Give thee reward, ſiner yet'we are to learn OO: in bank 


What mighty goods in commin ll cemain? A WSN Gs | 


The ftores of plunder'd ci ties we have ſhar d. 4 10 > al 150 


No reaſon ſure the hoſt ſhould re- imhurſe. 7 o bee 


But fond the maid ſpontaneous to the -— pane > 25108 11 1 
Submiſſive, and I vouch the Greeks Ry | - 
A ſev'n-fold recompence, if haply ove enn we wa: 
Give us to raze proud, Troy 7 Wett bütwatted hte b dl 5 


81 21 x £4 be tei vs bool lin N red 
The kingly Apa wroth reply d e 4 
Vot fo deceive thyſelf, however brauen kn 1 0 
© Godlike Achilles / to ſupplant me thus. JH nen 1 A 
Hop'ſt thou to joy thy priat ſecure, while C eget i MP 


Sit down content ? wouꝰ d'ſt have me mine reſign? 160 
95795 $9907 ie ane 

But ſays: the Greeks magnanimous a n. eat bbs vu, | bas : 01 
A full reward to ſatisfy my ſoul, e eee 
»Tis welks if not, bf e 1 will command” an e 0 
At Nenne 


Your captives; tho ye a when appear. tne 165 | 


Hereaſter wel deliberate ori this. OTE u bs hs * 100 


bz VI * 21 % 4 4a 3145 44 2 ASH T 


Now haſte, and. anf a . Wo 50 A 55 Ty 5 25 5 


TSA | * £2 «> þ 4%» 4 1 A L Te 


167. 15012 tho ers af b SORTS d als 
T have ventured here to 3 F . hee 


epithet Nas is commonly expounded” here to ſignify vat or great: (as Dr. Clarke 
aſſerts in his note, who renders it va/{um (vaſt) and magnum (great) judging it an 
epithet” applicable to whatever is uncommonty-excellent},: But witk ſubmiſſion 1 


prefer here the genuine ſenſe of the word dan divine, as the ſia above. all things 


PEPE indeed, . 


„ruf IEA 8 3 
ein D Achilles godlike n d 145 


% Jele THE PIRST BOOK 
WET. : veſſel, furniſh'd with fit oars; CIA Tow 


Th our holy hecatomb, and cauſe” Si Off 
The roſy-· cheek d Cb met to aſcend; 1 SO YEE SES) e 
And ſome beſt counſel'd chief ſhall: 8⁰ as gre: 2. N 
Or Ajax, or Idameneur, or divine Ute | 


Des, or Pelides | thou ſhalt n 155 e 
Dreadeſt of all men, ſeeking to appeaſe 
With fcred honours the Gar-ſhooting God. 4 by rags 75 


—— Achilles with ſtern glance . NN 
O cloath'd with impudence, gain-ſeeking king ! Hl 
What Greek ſhall heed thy mandates, riſe for thee, 
In expedition join, or dare in fight?  - - 
Not I for ſelfiſh views gainſt warlike Troy' '' 1830 
Am come, that nation ne er offended me. 15 
Nux beeves and Reeds ſecurely fed for them: MIt 


heavenly bodies above excepted) the pete, of divine power in the firft cauſe 
thereof; and I may add, in the due Wannen of its e waters chi * e 
beatben Neptune. 


177. O cloath'd with impudence, ae ling 1 | | 
If the reader has juſt admired the delicacy of Homer's. epithet to paint "HT the 


| rof- or bloemy-cheet'd Chryſeis (Xgvenida x) the er line, 


Þ "N 0, araiduny Frets, xipdaaroppery, = 49 | 
(O cloath'd with impudence, gain-ſetking. Ling) preſents as barſh ideas in the a 


ſtinging ſatire ; which, and in ſuch like phraſes ſpoken i in paſſion, and therefore ex- 


cuſable, and according to characler, I ſee no reaſon i in the verfon to ſoften. Thus in 
the P/alms, He claathed himſelf with curſing, Pſ. cix, 
' Clytemneſtra herſelf could not have lectured him more ſeverely. I doubt not the 


| n e en ny wo ma ns Ae of Hire © theſe 


Ter: ende 7 13 


1 | r | „em. 1,11, od. i. . 
3 We e ee for'their late fo firm-fworn friendſhip in their 


commn-league, RRR. | * 
8 (2 Ih: 


\ 


„ on TH 2 14 a PP. 


In Pb4hio's populous anidifedtile-Gilid) o Godt 


Safe bloom'd the fruits; ene een f 0 od V7 -. 
| Unbrageous mountains, and the ſounding ſea. 1185 
hut at thy beck, to ſooth thy lord pride 
Shameleſs of brow, dog-fronted! cd ae 1811441 
And Menelauf fortunes; ae unge 4 GIG A 0 nod wy 
Exacting of the Trojans fall revenge, 4 bios lit b 
Which grace affects not thee, all — don T7 190 Ys” 
And now ingrate! you menace to deſpoil 


„ng 4594 1 


Me of my juſt reward, by all the Greeks || of: 
Unanimous conſign d, by my toil won. bath = bg. = 5 h 
No equal prize is mine, admit the Greeks 


Shall plunder the well-peopled Troy.. . ey Wirz, 


| The dreadeſt hock of the impetuous fight, a 3 ary 5 te | A 
* II. f 47 3% f 67 
18g, Uran eee , be be.) baum 1. ue eineni 2 | 
The original line, ſounds very pompouſiy, and is ie ene 


verſe: 
nl I Md ens + 434545 


Utnbrageous men, een K e [hp ee © 
187.  — deg: fronted {] ann 1 
xugTa, canino- vir- aſpectu, A . ebe on, the; apudence of this ——_ 
- juſtly ſpecified to lie in his eyes. This fell catachrefis contains the moſt biting 
farcaſm imaginable z_ its venom; is like that given by a mad dog's. tab; which and 
ſuch. like inveRtives we ſhall ad occaſioanlly repeated; for-which I affer here (elſe- 
where retauched), an apelogetic nate to juflify my verſion in net ſoftening ſuch beld meta 
phors when expreſly in the text, becauſe they charaeriſe the eren mater of 
wrath (anger being a ſhort madneſs) excuſable only as rok in Thus David; 
by as extraordinary a meiofis, humbling himſelf beyond meaſure, calls himſelf a j 
Ag, and a flea in the preſence of king Saul. After whom ir the king of Iftael come out ? + 
Ne whom doff thou purſue ?: after a dead dag, after a' fled, 2: Sam, MA, 145 An 
Mephibeſbeth, in as extravagant a courtly ſtrain hyperbolical en the other hand, exclaims - 
to David, My Lord the king is as an angel of Gel: 2 Sami. xi. 25 Which is ſuf- - 
ficient to ſhew the high: flying train of the Eaftern metaphors, and may ju/tify Homer, . 
when he is painting men, as they then were du ro br in the extremes 1 0 a 
and virtue. 
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2 * H. R nls T BO a K | 
| Theſe hands occaſion; ſtill t ſo befalls, #OIgGqo 11d 11 kg oh 
Whenc'er a booty drops, the ptiae is thina, N ils b'tncold 72 
The richer of the ſpoils; ſome trivial good omgendrr 71 
Leſs pleaſing do I carry tomy fleet: 10% 9 WY 3200 
Exhauſted tho I am in tuils of War- ob word do Solano? 
But home to Phi bia, with my erook-beak'd.Mhips.u1. ang A 
I'll fail; and ween, un-banour'd as am „ Gti: 


bs 
#723 &+- 


8 Tou 11 {weep null ee by ane 2 Hic We 


lab G. T w 4 


 Provp anſwer'd Agamemmon, king of men 
We fly! if thus diſpos d as humour 1 
II not intreat thee for my fake to ſtay; . coming! e 
Chiefs yet remain will honour 7485 conimands; FRF ee a 5 5 

A been Jove « my friend. * of monarchs = Wy 1 a 

Jove- foſter d, his prime care, my worſt foe's thou ! FF 
Hh rpg wars, and broils are thy delight. 81.7008 
Gränt you excel if ſtrength, God gave that Weng!“ mo) 


öh 2 85 N — e 9 Ae FP <a CO 


gn won Bu 1 
7 3; T- tet Yo 24 
Ty (19) 2YOitant]) 


| 199- * Tad 1. trivial good! 
Small truly, but what I bold reſent highly to h robbed of. He terms it fnult« OY 
net that he efteemed Briſeis of 15 mall value, but that a . and 2 8 nene 1 2 


vert 4 ee, Dr. cure). oniato ee he 
bY. ove- £4 _ ] 1 
5 1 It appear range, 1 76 ra iclows' a note; aftdy 3 fuck. 


8 Fe bote Ade e, - Fou-/2ttr d, or nobH/bed linęi) agrecable 
3 7 Xp it et bmi! Bon it appears eng be. has . e 
4 nates ons ig 


3K, ri (© As 
4 Giant 18, che cal in rength, God gave that Prongth.) hr eee _ 
wy won wn Bl As: wis lem, Babe wn Toi roy Ln. 5 5 e ö it; 1 


wike ihe ü 6penly Hilla here by this wiſef of all heathen port L. hs rn ; 


LINE Parry I) poo OY Id oe puſchrim, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non c een Wins 
na 7 \ als, 40 br dau Chiryſippo et Crantore dich. Hor: Epiſt. B. 1. y. i. 


1 ar A 1 wu 78 Om 


IW ho teaches tubat i 4s Jean, "what ſeandalous, what is profitable, and that i is not, mori 
| fully, and in a better way, than  Chry/ippus and Crantor (profeſſed Philoſophers, one 0 


Mr de other an Academic), © | | 


\ 


— 


Fl 0 TRE IEM 2 

But fail for home, thy ſhips and Riende awwpyltll bose, ::: = 
Ho lord it o'er thiy:Myrmidens 4liy:{laves b tree Treg { govt 4111 n 1 A 
Thee and thy rag I mo at: turn 276 LL 
Now hear my theeat, imperiousil ſinte from me ex} HON £170 'L 
Pbæbus Apollo my Chryſeis:olaims, ad div ave valc 


I'll ſend her with my ſhips. and friends; Hunt hark :ic! 4+: 145 ä 
©; Myſelf will challenge; am h Mn“ luc bu gte Il 
; The rofy-cheek'd Bifi , eee anno brings 42 
Thy dear reward o.let:thee know how:far. 2010 Wu! 1 | i 
- Myſelf am thy ſuperior, and to awe | 


qut yam ow older wn banlt 
N vor han noname? E Yd 
Wos bay wore wth: * 
I had forgiven him, had he fad Þ one et Soer Sn better ghany exon: Plate d 
Secrates z and I ſuſpeRt he hints. as e though heey vf nonjng idem. 
Or, God ſimply, without ſpe ar ed ts mglies ove him 
ſelf, with his (Homer J ſuitable Lab 0 him,; ag N feme Beige whom all. 
others were ſubſervient. e ot 
Pindur uſes Ode; ſicbply alſo:in the ee eee — 
doctrine in Fray Scriptare ! Tt' is Ged that grueth vichy in burrli. Tze battle is be = 
Lord's It is H (God) that girdeth me abith' Firength de uur, & c. &c. 2 to 2 
our n Den 1 n kb. 5 902 NON. 4 
220. The roſy-cheeffd Brin! ee „ 5 
'Bpfoithis ua Durples Briſeida Pülchratt gefäb. The ofiginal;; commonly mer. - | 
preted roſy-cherked i in Engliſh, intimates a boom. in the. cheekrendering'it\ — 
which idea is beſt conveyed by terming it 190, notwithſtanding ſuch phraſe in theſe „„ 7 
refined days is ſuppoſed to ſavaur af the. roxntry, 25 uunting delicacy. But ſurely a „ 
roſe, or carnatiom: blub · the liberal git e nature, when not 00 derp, recommends; by 
contra. the | ſnowy -1white of a find complexion, and is beyond all the power of 
abominable paint, however induſtrious. and ſaſhionable, hafipsly to counter fit. Much 
leſs is the hn fate: ditiner made more amiable: when pla oven with a dd 
white, Which w_ the e Pay aan be A arti * 
ee: 1 AN e 
It is more Aickeult to n the, repetition of, the. lane, 
9, epiahet hore giyen Briſcis as before t Ghry/cis (both often occurring) imphing evi- 
dͥently a ur face in cuch, and particularly a fing vm almaſt eſſential to conflitute. "7 
2 fine face (for regular features will hardly atone for cant of a goed ſkin), and intimat- 
ing poſibly equal beauty in both l, chough Cry is pected to. have hel. 


+ "Whod' Woult Hval, and rc s 


144 


ak ee Hr 


» «3 


HR FIR u Sr E 070 K 


1 U ſpoke z inhtp irn wy Tel d Pabider ſoul z 00 
E His ſtung heart mus'd within His boiling breaſt, 2970 1 57 425 
= Whether himſelf, his ſlaught' ring ſabre drawn bas 2 4 7 | 


F orth from his dine eee Wah >. 
To lay Atrides, Wann bs gere mn Geng. me we 
= Or curb his paſſion,/and reſtrain} hiviee; : 1 
= Hive and fout e eee, [tis 11 430 
1 Hlis ponderous ſoul he from the ſtabbard drew, Lern Jace 
Wien Pallas ſhot from heav'n ;. eee T9 1829. f 


"3 Bri 


FRAY which we may ſuppoſe in Brifou np 
by a common /ynecdeche being put for a whole face, CEL 
224. He ſpoke; ary forrew foix'd Pebder 8 IAG IN: ; 
r His fhing hurt Ke. i. Gf . . a ie H 
e is wonderfully nervous, Fin . 


_ dee Tinulon T 2x04 len Habe 99 yl 
4 4» | ; Lraluou'y varie. Alox pippanpeer, 3031973940 * eur 9 5 10 

3 The 4 re (the. former ſoct being e with e deen) Fee 
wms inward grumbling of the paſſianatoꝰ man agitated by, and a prey to his own 
=... fury 4. divided in his thoughts, whether he ſhould deign to liſten to caol;reaſon, vr 
. diſcharge at a venture the thunderbolt of ng * "How much in character) this 

| mw re, 5 . oy Ati fra ods 
1 Impiger, iracundus, — ne. pl deer 
1 During) piſs eee ee, e ©: 1 bY A at W e pe 

* 232. ben Pallat bot from havn;]. ff | Reine, 
1 Here was dignus vindice nodus-(a 99 1 * a 0 9 ths had 
® : not Pallas, (ot, che moral taught, 6! reaſon" ruled, but I underſtand it of the 
\ my literally, as his aun then blinded reaſon had been  infufficient' without givine 
6 | lane at that juncture) had not Palla, (I fa) interpoſed, the impetuoſſty of 

4 | E. l: muſt neceſſarily have"tranſported him beyond bounds forthwith to have 
—_—, lain Agamemnnon in this his fury. Thie paſſage afforde à fine ſcope for à painter's 
fancy to make a good pickurs of. But every reader of taſte ſees one already without 

ines and caburt imprinted, in his mind, as ſtrongly repreſented dy the force (the 

magie) of Hemer living poetry Ab the judicious Frenney opens his jewel of 2 

| ew De arte graphica (of the art of painting), uw enen art, f f nw 140 

| "Ut picture pe eſis n —— Gun [7 | werde W $0 +} 3305-4 oP 


. t el. Hen Beben int oc! 
feu wo t. | its 


— L—ä— — ae 
7 
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The 
\ \ » F 


$4 


or THE 11 rap. . 


We grac d with ſnow-white arme, Fette 8 N F 
Had ſent her in heart's zeal and love to both; 4: HE! x rf 
Un- mark d ſhe ſeiz d him by the yellow . 19785 435 
( Inviſible, ſave to Pelides view. „ 
Trembled Achilles ſtarting back, ae 5 ov) Troket aw T 


P allas Athene by her air confeſt : v * butt 180 C.-Y 
And more than mortal RL Oh Kerns, wt wa ant. 
* And thus aloud theſs winged words let fly. MR d 140 | 
- OpyserING of Egis- ſbabing Fove'! vouch, © T 255 
122 witneſs of th? rob t nel URGE: 


„ 
"$f ITS 


240. = theſe winged worls let fl. 1 5; 
e Dr cu cm wit wen c. 
ring enen , 


P's Ae 44 2 45 o 11 


— non replenda eſt curia verbis, | 1 | 
Quæ tutò tibi magma bt. . Al. 800. T 

| The core is not to r APES 
ſent ſecurity. Yet this ſeems not to reach the force of lr wripewla, winged words. 
However, Virgil's imitating this ſpirited metaphor; ſhews he approved the boldneſs 
of it. When I firſt began this verſion, till I had tranſlated a hot or two, the above 
and ſundry other glowing epithets in Hamer appeared to me, though agreeably bold 
according to the oriental ſublimity in the Great, too far · ſetehed and uncouth in 
Engliſh ; but as I grew better acquainted with the original, I was ſoon reconciled to 
- ſuch epithets, and never ſerupled rendering them faithfully in Plain Engliſh ;' ;\ and I 


— 


dered, than with modern languid phraſes ſubſtituted in their ſtead. This I 
hinted) were to ſacrifice the air of the antique for a tinſel embelliſhment...  . / 

_  Pindar has wTIpdavles == hren, 3 a winged hymn. Iſth. Od. v. at t the end. x 

| Milton had the above in his eye I doubt not in that paſſage, - a7 

— with ſpeedy words th' arch-fiend reply d. Paradiſe Loſt. B. i, 3 x 
which by no means however comes up to the ſpirited term, winged. 

241. Offipring of Kgir ſhaking Froe!] Hh 
Aiy1ox,0 Aud, Zgiochi, vel potius zgidem habentis, Jovis, Fgis-ſhaking eve, This 
epithet (fo often occurring in the 7liad, and uſed by Pindar, and ſucceeding poets) 
is a very ſublime one, and preſents an auguſt idea of Fove in an aweful attitude, as 
ſhaking his ægis, or ſhield, when he encountered and overthrew the rebellious giants; 
and with which, though quieſcent, he is ſuppoſet! to be perpetually armed to avenge 
| himſelf on his adverſaries. "This /o formidable wed or ſhield, however was ſuppoſed 


; ne © Threatend 


ls WY FIR ST 108 0 
* Threaten'd by Ari, Ae fond 

Bold I pronounce, WRAP Certain to bee, : wi =o tt 
is ſoul ſhall one (day periſh' for his pride, EEC 245 


Tus ſapient Goddeſs With the àzurg eyes 
ee made reply; To calm Wy"virith” ET 

I'm ſhot from heavn (O thou ou voick eee ee 
The Goddeſs uno grad d with' ſnow-White Aris 
Hath ſent me in 'heart's zeal-and love to both. Olen 250 
Ceaſe then your eee eee $104.12 
Yet gall him with opprobrious words at will. 5 
And mark what I pronounce: The time ſballcome- an 92s 
When ſplendid gifts a treble .recompetice e 
Shall crouch t'atone this vile oppreſſive wrong : 255 
RESO be advis'd, and yield to us. 0 


Swirr- En rp Achilles anfver'd more She's; 
© Goddeſs! ſubmiſſive I obey your a. 
Impaſſion'd as I am; for this ſeems beſt.” | 
Who minds the Gods, they'll hearken ta his pray . 260 


Is faid, and check d his up-liſt heavy hand- 
As from the filver hilt his'pond'rous ſword 
Was drawing, and ſheath'd cloſe th enormous blade,, 


to 1d öde de pelle caprina, of the. bide of. the 150. that, as ſome fable, nouriſhed him. 
What a mixture of greatneſs and liztleneſs in the heathen ſyſtem | 

260. Who minds the Gods, they'll bearken to his pray'r.] 
I exctedingly admire the ſound morality of this ſentence, and applaud the gods ſenſe - 
of Achille, fo ſtomachful and lob to yield, in yielding at laſt to the Goddeſe of wiſdm, 
who even commiſſions and permits him to reproach Agamemnon, but cannot be ſup- 
poſed to authoriſe his exceeding the bounds of truth and decency, . Thus we are- 


admoniſhed under the Chriſtian n ? ae * U dg e. Be ye an 
end fin dot, Eph. iv. 26. | 
Obedient: 


or. ＋. nE LL rap. * | | 272 
Obedlient to Atbene's Torts 4 9 1 tornöb- gtd nE 
Up.to Olympus 1 ou 155 5 Sr wil} er- A «ve 865 


Of gir-ſhaking Jobe, and al N T. rs FT DOE: 
Pelides ftill with Falk An ho 2 14 ar wut 
Purſu 'd Arrides with unweary'd 1 52 ere og 

or ywort <4 not? bots id 120 169) 2624], 


1 131 41 
Dent a ep nge Hah s- „ T1998 


Ne'er waſt TB known to dare the chance of war oy _—— 


0 
In common with thy people, or to join | rc. by 


2 


In dauntleſs ambuſh, with the choiceſt Greeks „ 53 3 on * 
This had been dexth-to ſuch a daftard nnd. 


Better, no doubt, to range th Achaian camp, qniboold f M, 
To lord it o'er our numbers, and to ſeize x. el 2 Beg 
His rights at will, where em pps : Loon ove HEL. 
T a , 2 
| Nit 8 Arte. 
269 Dag-ey d, deer- hearted, — . 5 13 I 


Here we have another of thoſe many remarkable lines in wee ul ſirited, 


though it may offend probably in os tranſlation the Aulicacy of modern cars, How 
nervous is the original ! TY 


Oivobaptt, urg dh Hwy, xpabiny d' busse. 

OirCapis, Anglice, wine-heavy, or laaded with wine, without adding * in the 
verſion, were to ſuppoſe Agamemnon top-beavy, as we ſay, at that inſtant; which 
cannot be decently furmiſed, '' T'preferred therefore the Engliſh word die, 
which is now become familiar. f 

This ſpeech of Achilles is in perfee? SE. Re admirable aa, ex- 
| rer only, with reſpect to the matter thereof, as ſpoken in paſſion (what I be- 
fore obſerved and cautioned), which alone can account ve the SPORE tin /atire 
both. heroes being exceedingly mad and mraged. . 


Is it not too true a picture of human ebe the great eat, when opmvonde by a, ; i 
often forgetting their better breeding, g out as e as the 9 0 mob ? 
291. Shall fall by homicidal Hector 1 1. 56 
"Exlogo 5 avdpopivon, homicidam Hectorem, Heer the homicide, ay Jl Bed xvii. 
But 2h the Roman phraſe ſearce redthts the furct of thi" Great Wa "The 2 holiaft righth 
en this- paſſage obſerves, (the hath". called-Heftor the honticidr' here, and neither thi braſs- 
armed, or tamer of horſes — to firike terror. into hir Haren. Netwith aiding Na. ö 
accuftomed to uſe * re tk vibe (As: neee Ve 
on Tag Lone 


24 1 3 


— 1 


* 8 _ THT FIRST Book tec; 
* Thou king-deſtroyer of thy flock ! this wrong, | a 


5 AArides were thy laſt, but that o'er ſlaves Bret A 
__ Thou rul'ft. Vet hear me ſwear this ſolemn bath, k 
1 | Now by this ſceptre, which ſhall never more "Ms 


— — * 


Bear leaf or branch, ſince from the mountains wad 
It left it's naked trunk ; both leaf and bark. | 
Barren and dead, ſmate off by keen braſs ax : 
| Which now the judges, the dread ſons of "400 
Zealous to guard. their laws deriv'd from N ·˙·—· , 
Bear in their hands: this ſolemn oath IL ſw err 
When bleeding Greece, thro* all her ſons ſhall wail- - 
| | Achilles loſs, and for their fakes intredt 
* His preſence ſtung at his departure, Greece 
| Shall ſue in vain ; when dying multitudes __ 190 
Shall fall by homicidal Hector ſword,, 
Then ſhalt thou vex thy ſoul, abaſh d, inrag'd, 
T he braveſt of the Greeks t' have cauſeleſs wrong d. 


. - 'Tavs ſpeaking, hurb'd Pelldbr on the ground 
" His ſceptre, with gold ſtuds diſtin& ;. and fat.. 295; 
Aridi ſtorm d; when Ne wor warm vp-ſprung, 


r warm ung. 
The fat. pip d orator Pyle, whoſe words | 
Sweeter than honey melted from his tongue. ] 4 

I cannot forbear citing the original for the muſic of the lines, # 3 


— rode. 3 Nicwe 
l ue Iva ev yopnrncy | 
Whe obſerves eee eee eee vp Me cn das EH; war 
even. now living in the third age men, nor was he apprehenſive, in affirming the truth ' 
of himſelf, of appearing too arrogant, or talkative. For, as Homer ſays, words fweetor- 
TY Jones from his tongue, (Dr. Clarke citing Cic. D- ſenect.) WA 


* 


d ＋ K E 11140.” ETD | 


The ſoft-pip'd orator of Pyle, whoſe words | Ky Hh N | 

Sweeter than honey melted from his tongue... N 5 | as te : 

Two ages of articulate- languag'd men. WON Eos wo - 8 BY uf 

Were paſt, who liv'd cotemporary with bim 30 ⁰ 7 

In famous Pyle and now the third he * 1 x x 71 . Ra | 
þ | Who. prudent, thus benevolent harangu'd. | | le 5 4 5 IJ 

Gops ! what huge v woes afflict th' Arbiaian und: e opb [a , 4 

Priam and Priam's ſons, and all Troy train 8 Ok LA. | 

Will doubtleſs glory, triumphing at heart 15 envy 305; 

Such jars vide you twain the fiſt of O 95 2 


Yhis nen who had pinly on paige in his eye: 
— Neftor componere lites: 

| Inter Pelidem feſtinat, et inter Atriden... Epiſt B. I. Ep. il ie 
r the jarrings n Pelides and Arrde (dul, 1 is 

299. Tus age of articulate-nquagd men} bx | uh Ft? bx 
Miro arlguruv, articulata voce-loquentium hominum, a men, 5 
here diftinguiſh'd from other animals, as gifted-with ſpeech to pronounce words articu-' f 
lately, diſtinctly with fit ideas; if it be underſtood of men of different languages, it 
will hold true of Ne/or,-wha had lived long enough to converſe with men of different 
tongues ; though his own countrymen, whom he ſpeaks of, cannot be ſuppoſed to have 

changed their mother tongue ſince the time of nenen . IRE” 
therefore is more likely 

301. — and now the third he fway 4] 1 q 

Being about ninety years of age 9985 Clarks). See Pod note on the place, 7333. 
of his verſion. 

But, if men will retain the old ſuper flition of Neftor's being i in his three hundredth 
year, it will not affect the poetry of Homer, though it tranſgreſs indeed probability, 8 
which there is no neceſſity here to ſuppoſe done, for, according to this modern 
more accurate computation, Neſſor will appear full enough of days to be ſuf- 
ficiently venerable, and may be well acknowledged for the aig of all the warriors. 

Ter ævo functus amabilem 1 
Ploravit omnes Antilochum ſenex | 8 
Annos. | Hor. Can 1. ll. od. b. 5 x. 


„ 2 
Ss Go 


The ſage ¶ Neſtor) who lived three ages, throughout the hol length of his ears. ani 4 
the, loſs of hrs amiable (fon) Antilechus. 


% 


f b TY 
2 TOA FIPAT BOOK, 
Pre-eminent in council any 5 | 
Yet, juniors! be ye won; fed age prevail.” 290 
Time was, when I with bolder chiefs than you 
—Convers'd, who ne'er eſteem md me of ſmall welght. 5 310 
©*Fheſe eyes ſuch heroes ne'er beheld before. 
Nor ſhall again behold, as  wide-renown'd 
Pirithous, and the ſhepherd of his men 1 Tl 
' Dryas, and Centus, and Exadius brave, PER ; 
And godlike Polypheme,, and Ægeur ſon | bar wore 
. Theſeus, reſembling the immortal Gods. . 
*Confeſs'dly theſe were braveſt'of earth's Gans, 
The braveſt they, and with the braveſt ugh 


01 wy end tit * rent g bd enn eee 
309. Time was, when I with bolder chiefs than you] 
\ This boaſting admirably ſuits an old man, ar woll as the geh of 4. ſpeech, But 
Scaliger an the contrary : Ne/tor (ſays be} is in the firſt Book of 'the Iliad, talkative z' in 
the ſeventh, mo leſs ſo; in the fourth, odious ; in the eleventh, he grows dull; in the laſt 
but one, he even trifles, Poet. lib. v. (What a taſteleſs-ſupercilious dog of a critic / 
but he is ever · ſetting the, /cholari before his maſter," the cart before the hon — He 
ſmells,of his own dung We know what party he is of— He is beneath criticiſin in 
this). However, thanks to heaven l Cicero judged otherwiſe; and Plutareb, ſacred 
names theſe! Part ef Dr. Clarke's note (exoept the parentheſis), whichymy «bundant 
zeal could not refrain _ 1 nen iy I his eee e, 
Pardon me this wrong. 
Euripides, in his Heraclide, md — talk mind in the fie v vein z with th Ayr 
a—__ bn td AV 
l ame urriqe de dry Heat. | 
I have 1 the only man that has. ſhared very many of the toils with . And he 
brags' further on of his having _ bape mock to 2 when he was ſhield- 


beater to Heretiles, | 
313. , = tht ſhepherd of his 2) 2 a 
Tha Aud, ducem populorum (Dr. Clarke) PR LAS, potius, ſhepherd of his men. 
Good kings and honourable rulers of old commonly with Homer are ſo titled, 
The Pſalmift ſays, in compliance with ſuch ancient venerable cuſtom, The Lord is 
my ſhepherd, Pf, xxiii. 1. | & 
315. And podlike Palypheme,)] | 
Not the Cyclp (Giant), but certain commander 17 the Loi. (Dr. Clarks). 
* 2 


8 ö f n 
. > a * 


Ai 
| © F.T 107. 7 H E 11 A D. 1 Bt: cage” 
The mountain Centaurs Slaughtring ; in 8 0 erer, 2 
With theſe ſtout worthies leagu d, I nnen B, — 
So far from Apis, won by their command: : a 
Wim all my might J, Vel, ke i 
No daring mortal now gprſt-mect in fight 5.. we 95090 1 * 
Still the ſame ; honour praying for your good. . A bee” 
Nor thou, exalted high in pow'r, deprive... _ „ 
A warrior of his right, but grant the maid; . 1 Hh 
Well erm d, firſt giv'n him by the ſong of Greece 
Nor thou, Pelides gainſay with the king, 
Since never Fove like majeſty vouchſaf d 330 = 
To any ſceptre-bearing king; „„ 42 {5000107 cn Þ7 47s = 
— and of Goddeſs born, 4 
RE PE Gn ca 1 EG 
| Aud thou, Atrides/ calm. thy wrath; myſelf . „ bn — 
Will pray - Achilles pacify his i ire, a DB 335 135 
The Grecian bulwark in this evil, War. bern bee. „ 1 


II ERTAL — wroth eplyyd: eee 
Well ſpoke, grave ſage | adviſing hat ĩs meets 
But this man fain would all the reſt command, . 19 
Lord it o er all, and king it at his will; r 3⁰ 
But ſure I ween ſuch pride will meet control: 3 
Far grant, th' eternal Gods have made. him brave, en 


. Is he then privileg d in foul reproach ?. _ 


4 


GopLIxE Achilles interrupting ery'd 


i Well may they call me rr 7 vob, 825 405 
344. ' Godlite Achilles] hs 5 i 6h PAM — 1 ow W TY 


d Ax’, divinus Achilles. I rejoice for en- ſake and my on 3 | 
that Hamer here ſubſtitutes this noble noble re for his Hero, "Should. | 


* 


32 THE FIRST BOOK 

Should I let paſs each deed that you pronounce ; 5 
Command 0 er others, thou command ſt e en <3 

I flight thoſe orders, Tl no longer brook. Wer NG 
While this I add, and this lay deep to heart, | 2 888 


Theſe hands are deedleſs for a woman's aut: een e 0 
With thee, with no man will I fight to A 
Once giv'n, what ye unjuſt would force away...  * 


But mark ! what elſe my ſwiſt black veſſel holds, | 

Theſe ſhalt thou not remove againſt my will, 3 nl irs 
Advance, make trial, while beholders fe 3 - | 
Thy black blood ifuing ſpont around my lance, e 


Tus jarr'd the chiefs with hoſtile words, and fight 


The council at th Achaian ſhips diflolv'd : 


Pelides to his tent and ihne fleet, 


of the late widat dt, ſaw; bee, "the heck of which (lo Shen ALLEN 

ſounds ſo mean in Engli/b, a. r ar an nn for it before in 4 

nate. ; 
350. Theſe hands ar deedleſs for a woman's . 

The original lins is very nervous, and runs off in daftyles to Aud the fury of his 

rage (as if his pride would fain conceal his own known fondneſs for his lovely 


captive) : 
xu. In in Tops feilt, d Kine 


Pope imagines here that Achilles brands the Greeks for waging war on teedunt of Helen. 
But it is one thing to wage war for the ſaks of a raviſbed wife, and another, on account 
of a captive given either by lat, or general conſent. Theſe hands ſhall never engage on ge- 


count of a woman — ſince ye take from me what ye freely late gave me. (Dr. Clarks). 


Achilles ſpeaks much in the ſame character in his Reply to Chtamngtra, whom he 
cuts off ſhort, after her having diſplay d herſelf to be no leſs than the daughter of 


Lada, Cltemneſira by name, and that the Royal Os was "ME huſband; 


Kaair Tadas iv Pai vd unh. 
| Alxęòv d jad Wen eee | 1 in Aul. 3820. 
You have handſomely ſpoken in brief, what is very ſeaſonable, AN itis a 
diſgrace FF ; 
sabe 


__ DFenrnsE HL FAD . 

Stalk'd with Menetius' fon, and with en e fa | 

Atrides launch'd his Salt ſhip in the ſea, ales a + 
And twenty row'rs he-cull'd, and for the 0% bi EE — 
Arrang'd his heeatowby then Jeading plac'd | cel op! - nn 
Cbryſeis roſy-cheek d and laſt aſcends :- wo 7 725 ht . 1 
Ulyſes the wiſe-thoughted chief their . 365 4 
Boarded, they fail'd along the humid ways. * wy 4 


Mean while Atrides the whole hoſt nd lere A oEt - 
The fit luſtrations ; who, ſuch rites perform * . 
Caſt their ablutions in the ſea, and few * 5 1 0} 242 


Along che ſhore of the unfruitfuk mein N _ 59 24 2; 
1 2 1 fe 1 
366. . - 4 14 1¹ at? "4 


vypa xiatula, humid ways. I have ventured a 1 1 — 9 It ſects 4 | _, 
here was not eck to copy after his r: — per maria jumida (over the | 2 
humid ſeas), 1 55 Gu is r de . to. En. v. 594. Now 
to call a paſſage over the ſeas humid" ways, or to term the ſeas moiſt; or d (ac- 
dording to Virgil), conveys no idea eee 1 
ſay a river of water, which however is a familiar phraſe. However, the 9 9 ; 
line well expreſſes the fu ift' ſailing of the ſhip along the mp Nr rch 1 
Ol ply, rar Tad e e een b 4 ics: 1 

Boarded, they fail d along the humid ways. |' 2 T1119} 36: Artig rt: 74 2 

Euripides, in his Helen, has a ſimilar e aden e 
humidis fluctibus maris, the humid (or moiſt) waves of the ſea: _ 

Further on he has worapudy vt N dd ru l. 1320. Et fluvialem ſluxum a 5 
And the river- 22 the waters, | Rivers of ward iv a plemaſor'(or worry 
often occurring in 0 Seriptur which is needleſs to ik _ 2 

pogo ods fas nt eee all =_— 
ans argvyiro, maris infruftuoſi, unfruigſul main. + Dr: Clarke. cites here” the » 
ſcholia, who expounds this rather obſcure epithet, e 9s multiti ; Eo” 
ce great), or, a ſome. ſay, unfyuitful; as I have rendered it. | 

The original ſveins to hint the ſea is. nf for vintage, mexaing in ia noe it in | i} 
the ſame productions as the ib k. eee eee ey eee 1 9 
it the fiſhy, or fiſh-flored deep. Nobel worloy, piſcoſum mare. ee nN 108 

Accordingly the Fſalmiſi ſublimely exclaims: The earth is full of thy riches, '\ Bon 
the great and wide. ſta. alſo, eee I 

draft, Fee "RY fo nod Wann. 

FT i | Choice 


7 5 x 


| THE vn s 0 on 
. bulls and goats Apollb to appeaſe Miele Biich 
All- perfect hecatombs; in rolling clouds 
The incenſe wrapt in ſmoke aſtends to heav'n! 
The hoſt thus toiling thro the camp, mean while | 
Dy'd not the ſtrife in Agamemnon's/breaft SONIA; 
Threat ' ning Achiltes, for in a agus In v7 1515 N 
Talthybius and Eurybates conven'd,. i vols bite 
His faithful herald, thus be lovdly daga: er curb 


SPEED to Achilles Palas fon, 4 £0 ſearch, . 1 | 
His tent, and ſeizing by the hand convey: - 83 380 

| Roſe-cheek'd Bri iſeis ; if he refuſe, far worſe!” + * | 

..by perſon PIl command her, back d with bre. 69! 


"Uavoury he ſpoke, and ent Gere pon fore 
A a'bitter threat'ning in his. charge. 9 55 ae 
Along the ſhore of the unfruitful main, 95 0 43% eee 
Where lay the Myrmidonian tents and , | bo SN ITO 
They march'd reluctant, and at. laſt: rid. ü 45 0 r 
Him fitting at his tent and fable ſhi nnd hd 
They bound; nor joy'd 80 5 to bebels 10 W th 


LEE WI 4A k "$3 114d Th 


ue % Frighted e e NL re Ahn hot 
| His boding fout firſt wars! Rlencr wy e ganz wait 
EIT ken nn ov 
2. ; — nor ol Achilles & debe tay! ie (Wo eint ce Ktn ore. 

A ſine /itotes,, whereby more is implied aden e. ee e 
guiltleſs means exceedingly guilty. It is ironical in ſenſe, as Achilles. muſt be Sung at 
heart to tadneſs, inſtead of rejoicing to ſe them. There is a ee vi: hh 

But with many of them God was not well pleaſed, 1 Cor. 5. Dub 43623, © 
391. Frigbted, flood mottonleſs, tongue-ty'd5:0' ero⁰ Tat gan 1 fd 

Zy ibis filence they conſult more ſignificantly, than by whatever addreſs 7 AY 10 fir 

the honour of Agamemnon and Achilles, and even for their e. nn 

rightly here obſerved and M. Dacier. (Dr. Or F 


910 0 { 


HA IL | 


f eum 2 


Hatt, h heralds !' melſetigers' of Fo N 4 en; ane "60 
Advance ; Atrides, and not you I blume, ave weft PO Te 
Who tears the maid Bri iſets thus away. a e ms 395 
Vet haſte, divine Patroclus ! bring the mad, e 

Reſign her to their care, and witneſs they! r: 
Before the bleſſed Gods, and mortal men, Nie 


Before th inexorable king ! if e'er. 5 '% Mo ” 
My preſence ſhall be needful MAE. 60 65 {i +1 11499 
394- - — didn, ified ii Flake] © N Eero SOCORRO 


Achilles here diſcovers a kingly greatneſs-of fou i in a this/his well-conducted tes 
to the herala (whoſe perſons, by the law of nations were held ſacred and inviola- 

ble), and to me there appears a wonderful art in his calling his darling Briſeis (his 
ſecret paſſion for whom his pride would: fain diſguiſe before the heralds, and keep 
ſecret frem Agamemnon) by the name of xupng, xsplu, maid, maid (ending even two 
lines together with that term xine and xiph).. As if truly he was ſo conſcious 
of his own worthineſs, notwithſtanding this vile affront offered him by Agamemnon, 

in commanding away his beloved miſtreſs, that he would rather appear to fight ber, 
than demtan bimſelf by an unmanly tenderneſs in the eyes of the heralds, as well 


aſſured his behaviour in this trying inſtance would ve reported fo Agamemnon, 
Yet we well know how juſtly Horace e 


an nein 71 var — priùs inſolentem 11 bet the 2 AN 4 14 B wy Ty 1 ka 
gSetya Briſeis niveo colore F nr Ndayrate ty 4b 5 
of i i en 0 Movit Achillem. © \\ Garin J. II. 1 W. en e 


The ng Briſeir, his (captive) ſervant, inchanted with ber hal Abi 
(her lord) lately fo arrogant. But his ib for his fair captive was but a ſecondary 
ratet ety el Was his FO, the Ee. of Achilles. Ha 4 
399. er i - ene 5800133 ain 337 2 1 
Dr. Clarke here ſumis up his judicious FR as to "I the text, with 0 
Here is a ſtvers menutt with a moft elegant apofiodeſis. And indeed how very a ng. | 
does this break in the ſenſe, this moſt expreſſive lence leaving the ſentence imper- 
fect, figure the wrath of Achilles ſwallowed up with his paſſion, ſo as to choak his 
e neee 
"Hes might well , 8: wy es 


C 1 % þ ” 
Write WL BRIE 
— 


Pelide Borbach cedere leſell. wo 8 „ 
The furly flomach of Pilides ſo aborninably nl The Ns Ge — in Tak, 
1 | F2 | 


8 * * 
- 


* - THE bun bn BO OR 


Th' unworthy plague from others Sure he raves 
Mad with deſtructive counſels, blind to ſean + 
The preſent with the future, how to ſhield. is 
The Greeks ſecurs, when battling round their Give | 


He ſaid; Patroclus his tear Friend 3 command | 85 405 
Obeying, roſy-cheek'd Briſtis brought | 5 
Forth from the tent, and gave her to their charge: 

All ſpeed they to th' Acbaian fleet return' d, 
And with them march'd the flow eeluRugt.apeid. 8 

- Inftant Achilles wroth in tears retir d, W 1126 1p 
Far from his friends, diſconſolate and ſad; ag ele fr? 
Lone, on the ſhore of the white foamy ſea, 


En. I. i. 1 35. is juſtly celebrated; » at I'I(ſoon let you. 8 your maſter, 
and who carries the trident to humble you), One of the fineſt apeſapeſis i, is that, 
affectionate one in holy writ, If thou. hegt Fnown, even thou, at leꝗſt in this thy day. 
the things which belong unto thy peace !——but now they are hid from thine eyes, Luke xix. 
42. $0 it ſhould; be printed with a daſb betokening 2 l, in order to be properly 
read; though half the pains taken, as is uſually ſpent by the elaborate Players (wiſer 
> BW in their generation in this particular, I ſpeak this to the ſbame of whom it concerns) in 
. fludying a favourite paſſage of Shakeſpear, or ſome far .lefs. worthy ragedy-writer, 
| | half the pains (I ſay) taken to underſtand critically in order to do juſtice in pro- 
Pp . nouncing the aweful words of Holy Scripture (which inplaces is infinitely more ſuſcepti- 
3 ble of the graces elbcution than any human compoſition, as fuperior, in dignity, 
thought, and matter] would render ſuch printer: help needleſs... This Hint to the cre- 
dit of the bar and theatre; and for a ſpur to our learned reſpeiable alma maters. to 
concert amongſt their laudable new regulations, how to rae (oratars. of their own 
growth, worthy to be leaders in eloquence, to inſtruct all others, rather, than Stand. m 
need of being inſtructed by extraneous members of any. other. nd eme Nau 
| whatſoeyer, nat of their own nr ws” en, tian e. 
| 403, len te hied e eee 
5 The Greats ſecur⸗ when battling round their r ſhips. 155 
This is ſpoken with vehement emotion. Agamemnon hath not * pr we! a ſhowed Pa bis | 
mind how to repel the Trojans that will be ready. inſtantly to attack the Grecian fleet, as 
ſoon” as ever 1 ſhall leave bim. (Dr. Clarke). Which was prophetically ſaid, as 
it ſvon after fell out, though the Trejans were repulſed at laſt with much at. 
kculty by the brave laborious Ajax. 


-” 


Surveying | 


| OG THA LI ANG 'r: 
Surveying the black deep, with up. lift hands e 
To his dear , fappliant, Be cbimplat d. e aH 


i897 Of 11011! F< MATT $4 Ade 07 El 


Stex, 3 deere. A iti * : 


Olympian Jove, loud thund'rer, ſure might deign * 
Some honour in ſtrict juſtice, yet unc d). . 
As yet unhonour'd wholly. For behold ! * Lt 105 ene | 
Atrides Agamemmon, high in p]· :::: 
Nabend hath one, me of my paſte 


ce 53 0100 vitt e w 
416. b Fove, ud hen, fer might 4, 
*' » Some honour — ] 


a e q 
110 10m 1 1. . —4 0 


Achilles here intimates his being conſcious of the ſhort date of life Mea him, 


which was his own chojee, 4s preferring glory to length of days undiſtinguiſhed by 


heroic actions, although certain to fall at Troy (Which be had been made — * 


by Thetis). This rendered his co more conſpicuous in at 42% go 
as Saul evidenced his valour and love to hiv Edtrhtry mie ſignally in by 


the Philiftines after a revtlation from the deud, N 


foretold him. To-morrow ſhalt thou, and thy Jons Ho uhh, 7 Sam. XXViii, , 19. 

(war is among the number of the dead). 

The epithet here given Jus + atten ty awful: one (being ho- 
noured alſo with that of Ohh, Which ſpecifics his plage of royal reſidence) ; 


Jupiter altitonans, as it runs in Latin, has a ſqueaking, too ſhrill a treble ſound, not 


reaching the majeſtic baſ5-tone of the Greek Wau egen, that feetns 1 
preſs the deep roaring of the H fr. 

The ſame idea of things made 3 Shakeſdear (with Sr gp to us 
- Engliſh) cry out with a divine Enthuſiaſm (as Virgil was doubly inſpired mo he ad- 


ded.in the r to ære ciere viros, martemgu? accendere canty) $5 YT, 


3H Ys 1 2 2 T if | 1243 


Pardon. this 9 the « fublime (herein Or the Le 


Homer ) has very auguſt epithets for Nes, as viiwegis, Zeb in altis nubibus Jupiter; 
O Jus bigh throne among the clonds. Olymp. Od. v. Aug dp ſnenpadvn, Jovis velociter 
fulminantis, vel lacido fulmine gaadentisy glorying in the rapid thunderbolt, or 
lightening, aNuding to its bright glancing light (Olymp. Ode viii.) and Bago 
Ards, er e ad Aude 258. or W 
Tur (ln the ſame Ode). 


- 


THE THRST DOOR 
4 0 eine e 419 mmbloecd at nfo 5 


He oke tear · oy ring. while propitious heard rob zid oT 


His venerable mother from her ſeat, THe 
Within tho bottom of the ſea proſound Lilie 418 
F Cloſe by her aged ſine; ho ſtrarght: ad, 2097 para l 
Emerging from the white wave; as d miſt wa 217 
Up-ſprung, and fat before his ſtreaming eyes. 
Soft ſpeech ſhe fram'd, and ſtrok d him with her hand, | 
Peiteous, and theſe aſſuaging words addreſs'd. ' 00 
Why weeps my ſon? what ang. uſh gun thy bent! 5 
. hide it not wed me. but 5 thy a you 430 


A 24 1 2 7 1 
it 21 35 2 } 30 SM 190 AT) y'ds.. <3 TAL ? 


7 Suwirr-AREI'n . eee deep, _ =, 
7 Full well thou know'ft! What need of vain e, 

To Thebe, ſacred city of rend wn 4g. Ret | 
Eůtion, we had march'd, and plund r ring bad 4 1928" ex 775 
Her ſtores divided by th'Achaian ſons 0 N 1 5 0 ay 

Orderly ſhar d; who for Atrides culld . $131 5 160 
Roſe· cheek d Cbryſeis, but her ſorrowitig fire!" / * 5 6 W 
; Obryſes, Apollo's prieſt, the bowyer God, 3 


1 15 72 abe 10 Pi ae 
: Sought the ſwift ny of the braſs-arm'd Greeks ad 8-119 


4325. N Ne be ws word b ll eh . Aenne 

Up-ſprung, and ſat before his fireaming cs. ION 
What can preſent.to the imagination a more moving ſcene, than this lively de- 

ſcription of Thetis emerging from the ſea, and ſuddenly landing Full before . Achilles to 
comfort her ſon, who could not refrain in this ſolitude from burſting into pa- 
ſionate tears (tears of anger, as Pope juſtly obſerves) ſtung at the departure offered 
him in the loſs of his darling miſtreſs, however. more nettled in point of honour ? 
This ſhort /imile (as. a miſt) puts me in mind of what Elijab's ſervant ſays, on the 
ſeyenth time of going up to mount Carmel, upon his return from thence, concern 
ing approaching rain; Behold there .ariſeth a little cloud out 7 Wee. 


_ 1 Kings xvili. 44. of 
With 


Wich gifts of price his ughte! 0 mp 

His hands a mitre aH golſeptes hae, Ld, h iz cn 0 

Badge of Apoll, the far-ſhooting God 

And thus he ſupplicates th Acbhaian belt firm 2 in i 

But chief, th' Atridæ, tlie two firſt in po-]. a PR 
Shouted the Greeks applauſe; e i bd 445 | "2 


The prieſt was to be rev rene dq und his Bifts 1 f et nel rut 
Neceiv' d fo ſplendid, till, not ſo diſpos d. 
Atrides Agamemnon, ſwobn with rage. eri 208k, 
Bade him retire with lordly tlireat ning charge. WO Rn 
Deep-wroth the ſage departed, but hib bar eld vn knn ew 


His guardian God benign Apollp heard. 1 

Full at the Greets an evil bolt he ſnot :: b a | i 
The ſhaft-ftruck people heaps'on- heaps Expr d: 
For whizzing round; the arrows of the Gd nt £18 111014 . oY 
Slaughter'd amain th Acbuian numerous hoſt e. 5 5 


Howhbeit the conſcious ſeer reveal'd at large 105 TE , 
A ents 16 + BY 
The pyreglh of the vengeful ſhooting king ahora art 


4115 Ib 1d: en eg 502, o st 139 Ne Qi 118 6 Nats 

409. Pub gifts f price linde lu i rden zl. tabs on ul 3149 94 3 0 
1 need not - obſerve to the reader, here is a repetition, of. ſundry lines chat ns 
near the beginning of this book. I only, fear they will be; tedious in the verſhong 
though it; was my duty.to tranſſate what I found in.the. text... Thoſe who would-be 
thought wiſer than Hemer, may: turn to Hape gpte, on the, place, where he ſpeaka a 
ſomembat. diſparagingly of his great maſter wih. reſpect dd. his frequent, i perilanr, 
and allows this. before us in particular us. legt excuſabley giving thereby a ligquer 
indiſcreet- conceſſians-to the bawling cry of cynical, Allens alus's, who would 4 fain, 
hunt, down Homer, and reduce him to the .beggarly ſtandard of modern excellence 
and refinement. .. Ay hel cover an. old houſe with, Auces, who, cannot. afford, of will 
not be at the charge through penuriouſneſs, to rear a boxer e new ng, with 
free (ſolid) fone, - 4, an dee 2s; 

For my own part, I judge ſilence in a tran ter bad 5 more made \ where. he 

| knew not how i it ſeems to ink a ſuffictent apobgy. But 1 will! not eln Homer 

by attempting any; for he can ſpeak for bimſelf in his own. works, Ld needing: 
any madern crutches to ſupport him from falling. 


* Nn : I f 


„ THE |EIURSPF-BOOK 
0, {aftant to ſooth the Coch] firſt At as ici oi Yo eig d 
Wrath ſeiz'd Atrides ; 3 „furious he itt 1 ebnee 1 


With threat' ning ſpecch, and haß bis threats ee 
Straight at his word the black rey . d eric 


The maid to Cbrꝑſes in the ſwift ſail d ſhip . wits 1778 
Loaded with off ringa to ine kipgly God: 1800 30% Beni ect 
| Juſt left my tent, ius heralds bare a ] 0 % flong <1 
Briſes fair ee eee eee e 6 


But thou! now aid thy ſon, mam reg wok wor 
Aſcend Olympus, pray to Joue, ie rtr 
Buy word or deed aue s heart you: joy'd: „„ 
I've heard you glory, in your father's dome, iy 2 

Boaſting you, ſole of alb t immortals, ſav d 99 919 470 


Saturnius, the black cloud-compelling panty, Wifi 
From an unworthy evil what dread ex wot guid wo 
Other celeſtials e __ i Pale 


461. — the black-ey'd Grab ws 
Tales Axel, nigris-ocdlls Achivi, the 577 Greeks.” It WINS nere (as 
elſewhere) is an epithet no way pertinent to the pa ſage in queſtion, but deſcriptive 
only of a people, thus to advantage painted by their countryman poet. What then ? 
It was not my place to depart from the text.” I have not ſo learned Homer, if I may 
ſo ſpeak with reverence. And if I were to ſurmiſe, Homer meant to infinuate 
thereby that Achilles could not refrain from praiſing the Greeks, his hatred: being to 
Agamenmon properly; or; that the pb intimates. ſome of the handfemer Greeks 
(ho might be ſuppoſed black-eyed) were to decorate the train attendant on | 
for pomp-ſake; or laftly,/ that the epithee figures forth the eidellent beauty of the 
commanding chiefs that went themſelves, Ulyſſes, &c. who were glorious in perſonage. 
Were I gravely to aſſert all this, it were no more far-fetched than what is 0 
among our ableſt commentators on old authors, and even on Hitter Wen 
7 = meant him bond, ! ke ins 0 
Orxròri wiv kurdñce . 329 „ OM N apt 
11 t wei this flory is n by Hemer, but be dir Hem i ihe ence 
philoſophers, who are wont to teach the change: of. the elements, and the manner of t 
Formation of natural things under the diſguiſes of fuch like fables. Howbeit, a Fal, 
ann | 


OF: FTE 1k r * 


Pallas Athens; Juno, Neptune, leagu d. "DA 
Thy preſence, Goddeſs! free d bi oem toe hin 475 
At thy approach 3 conven'd by hy emo. 125 
The hundred - handed to Ohne high 8 = iI 
Came, whom the Gods Briarras call, nen > Stb 


ann 1 | ad THY 


wx ES. EE 


2 the poetic ornament, the graces of poetry. 2 dh. uy 
474. Pallas Athens, ua; Neptune — } 
By an admirable axtifice, thaſe are here — fo * ay enemits 5 to has a now 


| flood onthe fide of the Greeks ; and that l Greeks] gh be puniſhed, Thats i is ſem 


to petition, (Dr. Clarke ).. © 449 4 
© 437+ The hundred- mund „ Ohms bigh 1 wr 120 Meret m A, 
Can, lee hy Gu Brig f n 14% bother off 
1 500 

Et centum- geminus W Woo E1b4Y ic * 287. Aae 


Egeon qualis, centum cui brachia dient 
Centenasque manus. :?:: Fm. 566. 
I appears to me to be thus : The names that were in uſe among the ach med 
tributed to the Gods ; but ſuch as were more trite, worn by the vulgar 0 were attributed) 
to men. The conclullinh of Dr. Claris oritieal:note'on the place). a 
What is ſaid of this hundrad-banded Giant. affords om. 2 the imagine to 
make a terrific picture of him; and bis valour. is deſervedly hongured and > 
by Fove for his then good fervices to him at ſuch perilous jun date ts e 
479. — in his might beyond bis fire. 
| He was braver than his father Neptune. | But nn * 5 
paſſage thus: For he was much ſuperior in firength to all thoſe that inhabit beneath the 
words gloomy Tartarut. Dr. Clarke referring us to EH. & ))) 
This Giant is honourably with: other mentioned by Hfd; i his Fheqgony + 
gt a yt rin rend 4, 2 Bp Sis fe 00 8 Nate: (N. | Parry 0 


e 


Naiuciy, pd wire ics al ee 736. ths 


* 
- 43k 


There hdd Goes eee and the warrants rl GAIL 
of Higis-ſbaking Jou. And ſoon after he is ſtyled, raft rar e p 
i ndr dba. The incomparably valiant Briareus. Y 917 oo 0009 

Nothing is more notorious than our Hamerican Milten's having 14 6 0 
Theogony in his eye in his account of the battle of the warring Angels, in his ſixth 
book of Paradiſe Loft, who in many un, ee encountering Giants, 

G 


- 0 
% — 4 * X t 


5 


fl | 
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Who, crown'd with glory, by Safurnius lat. tu Iv "jo 
Hlim dreaded the bleſt Gods, and drop'd their chains! Ty 
Charge him remember this; fit by him, gap Fu 
His knees, if gracious he will deign to aid © 
The Trojans, and ſhut cloſe within their holds, r | 
Forc'd to the ſea th Achajans ſhughter'd round; " % Mag 
That all may to their coſt enjoy their king, . 
And Agamemnon Atreus ſon may knoß, 
= = pride the beſt of tb has ſhameleſs ſcorn's. 


Han tears thick-ſhow'ri ring, Thetis fad EWA WT TOR OTA 
Ah me, my ſon! why have I nurs'd thee, born 490 
To wretched deſtiny ? wou d.heavn ! you'd reſt 
Safe at your fleet, ſecure from grief or harm; 
Seeing thy life is ſhort, and natrow-ſpan'd, 1 > p ante 
Certain to die untimely ; of mankind” ev race 
” The firſt in forrows}' to an evil fate” Hts... 
I bore thee in our houſe: with theſe words big, ect RUTA 
Inſtant P'lt ſeek the thunder- loving r oo 21150 
dees Olympus, raph, with depth of ſnow, 44 3 


What a WR Vigil, the, deres in excellence to Homer, copied mor freely 
from Homer? r 

Perhaps our incomparable aſs ak ebe, our Engliſh Pheenines, are the 
neareſt original of all our modern bards, and in their ſeveral. ways (excepting their 
incorrefineſs) may challenge any of N ancients Ki proper Om jor an ne 


07. n - loving Fove, . a T4088 241 NI 9 6 b 
Mumia Olympus, cops wirb depth of ſnow,? 
We have in the former line an aweful epithet applied to Jer. a rpmonpadey 
Jovi gaudenti-fulmine, thunder-loving Jou (who was lately honoured with that of 
6 ui KH,, atras-nubes cogente Saturnio, the gitar ey, Saturnius ), 
| and @'deſcriptive one in the latter of "Olympus, Oha d, Olympum valde- 
0 2 Ohmpus capt with. "pe of * in this affecting conſolatory ſpeech Tt 


10D THE AMMAN DT | 1 


il haply he'll be won s but dben meaß e 
| Repoſe thee at thy ſpeedy-ſailing ſhips, none od ff 15 
Be wroth at all the Greeks, and give up waer. 
For yeſter morn Fove'to the occan march'd, ; „ 
To grace a ſeaſt among the blameleſs "nl 4 ese 842 4 

Aan follow'd all the Gods. Nett 1 | 


Thetis to ber fon, Hen has a like epithet (as moſtly be adopts. the am} wi 
this of Homer: 1 

Aha run, of ixz01 xagn nolulGe Onfherz. TA 

The immortals who inhabit the ſummit of the ſnowy Olympas.. 4 

- ny bY 794 
Our Hemer's epithet here betokening only a more intenſe degree, enn ſnowy, 
teſtifying the immenſe height of Olympus.  - 


Milton has a fine alluſion hereto (ſpeaking of aha PAT, of the — 


heathen Gods), in the firſt book of his divine Paradiſe Loft, B. I. 314. 5 


So Fove uſurping reign'd : theſe firſt in FR. "3 "8 4x 2 5 


And Ida known; thence on the /nowy tip 
Of cold Olympus rul'd the middle air 
Their higheſt heav'n;— - . 


— 4 


| Milton's Peripbraſi above (the ſnowy. top of col 8 8 1 a 
aven, reminds me of a very emphatic epithet of Euripides applied to Parnaſſus, 


vH rw the exceedingly ſnowy, or ſnow-pelted Parnaſſus. | _— 0 As 
ee ee vn werd a, walt b., b wen kate. 


vt b jugis nivoſi (perciti potius, vel onerati, 1 ive) Parnafi RAR 05 5 . 


might live under the ſummits of the ſuow-pelted or ſnow-covered Parnaſſus. On which 
paſſage a profound critic of true taſte might thus learnedly argue in profitable wiſe, 
Mark, reader! the mad wiſh of the ſpeaker coveting to live in a climate (and un- 


der a barren rock withal without bed or bolſter), where the air from the beginning 


has been ſo freezing cold and ſnowy, that few bards (the beſt having often fared the 

worſt) have been able to keep themſelves warm; the epithet vip, in the very 

Letter implying their having been ſo pelted with ſnow-balls,- notwithſtanding all their 

hot fits of enthuſiaſm (ſnow being both heating and chilling), and their — ere 

ſhine of inſpiration from Phœbus, God of the ſnowy mountain. » 364908 
503. To grace a fraſt . the n race 


"Of Ethiopians —] "04 4 118 


1 hr the reader to Pope's ingenious. note, . to „De dw on the nas; ha 
a his critical remarks with a Kind. of. anſwer to. . inquiry. Opche 


: i. 


44 THE FIRST BOOK 
The twelfth, to high deten, l * 306 
Then 111 be preſent at Fove's brazen dome, 0 4 
Embrace his knees, n'r doubting to dea is 


I 
** 1060 3 r . ii. 101 4 4 


SPEAKING ſhe vaniſh' d, leaving him enrag d | n an 
j 77 Heart-ftung with anguiſh for his neat-zon'd 3 *. 0 
E SZBore gainſt his will with violence born away. 9 | 510 
| ' Meanwhile Ulyſſes, Chryſa's port profount, | 8 Slaps 
Bearing the ſacred hecatomb along. 
Now reach d; where enter d, furł the crew their fails, 

| And range them in the fable ſhip, then ſhove + . 
: The maſt unto it's ſtation, quick let down 356475 

. By cables with all ſpeed, and move with oars 
The veſſel to it's place ; which now. all hands. 
Forth caſt their anchors, with firm halſers bind.” 


; 6 SIE: adt © fs 


whole truly, it is clear, that all theſe ehing are related as 4 even throughout, i in hy 
n. For the nm beat, iy fn mr + wholly ner a * 

Seng of thi Et. enn 66 
XanxeCarle dq, ære-fundatam domum, brazen 4 wth in its "PER not 
ſolid: as M. Dacier has rightly obſerved. Although the ancients believed the 
heqven to be even ſalid (as to the matter of its ſubſtance). Dr.- Clarte. For whicty 
reaſon I prefer brazen to * 1 as not really, braſs, but called brazen, in being 
durable 45 if built of braſs. Thus Pindar has à ſimilar nn Nem. 


d. vi. | 
60. NG drganls als YR . 
| ive. Bpaves ——— 3 4 
At. zreum cœlum firma (vel ſecura) ee ee But the brazen heaven 
abides for ever an inviolable manſion uf ſafety. He ſays elſewhere, xarxiritor Nav 
ia, deorum ſedem, æreum pavimentum habentem, Ne be 
having a pavement of braſs. Iſth. Od. vii. | 
518. Forth caſt their anchors, —] + 
With mol admirable artifice the poet, beth. bere and ber in his narration of minute 
; particulars, finiſhes each ſentence in ſo many ſeveral verſes. I dich always in a rs, 000 
more ſublime, is very far from being his method. * 
l 5 "Forth: 


LY 


Thr * ods 00 V F 


Diſplay their hecatomb; while Ghraſtielaft „ 1 
Forth flowly march d from. the. acl WA nods 
Now ſage Ulyſſes leads her tothe fane,.. 1 
And to her dear-lov'd-father's longing had mals Yoar 0 


Reſtores her, whom o fart rennen RD nie 425 | 


 %£, Rog i 197 ii 9672 0 b 

sSxx Chryſes1, lag © Rage th fe ee it 
Sends thee thy child eee ee 1 nar ods / 
A facred Wee 'to Phatbus.vow'd, . brood fv v9 i 


A ſacrifice from Greece t'appeale the king; "Wy 1 at oO 


That on our Argrves ſhow rs 1 derp-felt w woes. 3³⁰ 
Fun. N. A Im 1. Aſt alk; 
| SPEAKING he: gave hero gms he hs. 1. . 


I much admire the ae of a 3 aki 4 dats ts a to mils: 5 
Beauty of the original, which begins Au linei together with the ſame Word Exs, 
ſignifying forth, by repeating, it_in the ven a weſfiae E ould bring matters to 
bear in Engliſh. Such method of narration paints out the things repreſented in the: 
livelieſt manner poſſible, and the reader is thereby made as it were to ſee the whole 
proceſſion without che need of lines and colours, thoſe viſible ornaments of painting, to. 


ſet off Homer's, more expreſlye poetry, that. is equslly, or more entertaining to. * 


ek 
o* N 0 


mind i eye than her twin-//er (painting) ; is to the eye f DT b.. 
Dr. Clarke remarks the n . A eee be ot gelbe 
— march d from ee ig 34: ff ' 122907 Ser 


„ In u the very 9 paint he nbi marching ſlowly and relu@anth, alas. 
(DS Clarke). | MV 


. inde jen of e this end; but the er. 
preſſive word {implies an halt, 4 conſiderable fop ; and the datyl, in the con- 


_ word woloThpoio, intimates $0 me Chr as bach * ee en | 


en ſhe' found there was no avoiding Ol 


1 0 ) 


Porth to Apoll the codeine — 2 Rn Hy 1 Brie vi 357 520 5 


„ maar FIRST Book 


"They hafic the plats Beestalt tb ue SC Gũ 
Orderly round the well-built fane to rage on og an 
Their hands then walh'd, they took up falted ak,” 4 $3 5 

When c vir fil 'd aloud with palms up es AL « artig 

O THov that hieldet Chry/c sb 00 Petz 


1 Fair Cilla, ruling Tenedos with might, HIS t r ere 
God of the ſilver bow, propitious hear ! 
For gracious haſt thou heard me in my pray'ir; 540 
Me thou haſt honour'd, hatifling the Grech: 
Now piteous, ſoften'd, grant this alter d win, 
Oh free the Greeks We f wenn _ 33 


IIA Sake b in pray r, Apollo Phebus heard; 
They after pray d, and caſt their ſalted cakes ; 3% 545 
Firſt they the ſacrifices flew, and flay'd, 3 
| ., Twiſting. the neck behind ; ; the ſever'd thighs 1 
Ihen cary'd. with double cauls, invelop d rang, 1 
+ They cover d oer with far; from ev'ry fert | wn | 


$45; They after prey i, and raft ther ſalted cakes} 87 | 
This paſſage' has been to me the moſt diſagreeable el to dale ora any 1 the 
whole Mad, nor ſhall T wonder if the reader pronounces me a very bad cook of the 
words, I refer the curious to Pope's whole note on it, as worthy his attention, as 
affording ſo good a light to ſo obſcure a paſſage replete with tent (long ſince 
antiquated) cuſtoms, (See his note on #600.'1the-ſacrifice). . 
Yet are the lines nervous in the original, and ſavour nothing of e to 


which I refer the learned peruſer, beginning v 458. The _ line in Ba 
ce ply wędra, & Topaay, N Is. 

(Twiſting the neck behind, they flew, they fc d 1 | | 
admirably repreſents the toil and labour they were at-in bending the beafts ck back: | 
ward to ſlaughter them fir, and after to flay off their hides, - ; 

Ni irgil was not aſhamed to imitate even this, ſeeming to reverence indeed every 


thing in Homer. Pr. Clarke cites it at  Jength, to which I tefer * curious, in 
the original, En. i. 214. n 


1 TEE Culling 


\ 31 
n þ4 14 4 


Mucrobius, who ſeem to think tis termed aloe eh, generous K* parties: OG 


| | or TARA 12/1 Ds | 1 
Culing dich gobbets on the thighs diſpos d. 2 21611 75 mY 95 1 
The ſage then burn d clove wood, and-copious pf¹,j ! 
In pure libation, cordial, fable wine 2H 
While round the youths held ſharp five· pointed fals · 5H 
The thighs thus burnt; they on the entrails ſed ang. 95 i wort. | 
Then ſlic'd the reſt, with forks tranfpiere & chey roaſt- md ide | 
Dextrous ; and ſnatch up all with eager ſpeed. 1123 tl "Ra"; 
Their taſk thus finiſh'd, and prepar d Weir feaſt, £102 wo rus, 
Each joyous ſoul their equal banquet ſhar d. oe als 
And now, of drink and food. the keen defire ii 

1 Sue d, the youths, the  goblets een d wine wine wy 80 


NH. wat, . 09 ban - 
$8. 4 — cordial, ſoble HEE W $g vt- 5 PSY * TE N ws a” 
alder over, nigrum vinum, ſable wine, as Dr. Clarke renders i it, F 7 140¹ 


1] have taken the [i liberty to put two editheti, including both Rad as ee 54 
the different opinions of expoſit tors. Dr. Clarke, in his note, cites Gelliy 


from the degree of hear, or quality the wine was, of, as the. original term, may be oo 


_ poſed to imply. Let the idea of ſable, which I have alſo added, intimates / ſome- 


thing of awe proper to the ſolemnity; and. N view pak ne 0 be both black. in 


colour, and withal of a cordial hat. qoplatge tw eee po. * C 
559. - And now, of drink and food the been define, & we ntl (tent or 
Suffie'd, the youths, the goblets crown'd with wing]... 1 at "ag 50 


o eee ee of the fin line, N MY N48 Oil al 4 


ura e er e k Aba 0236) 3K LCF Tail 
W. . eee and food R r. 7 G. 4388 N r 
\ N Thus when'with. meats ond drinks ex löl, uiii Trnabih 


15 Mot burden d, ahn mn ee n, HY . „ v1 Wl DDD 
Speaking 6 dats and Bve'regaling their angel 'vifitand with- rural feaſt of fruits 
worthy of Paradiſe, and craſhing for drint, the grape dundſamſtue ift; but in tha 
ſecond line — the youths the goblets crotun d tuitb wine. Perhaps from fab Frequend 
paſſages Horace pleaſantly laid of our venerable old bard; Luulib us 
Homerus. „IAK wavy ohh NN nn LY AR. 

Which word vinoſus I ann forte lf de east de N fed 
ſenſe; Homer every where inculcating good mprals in hig. Hiad'thiroughaus; he be- 
ing of a diſfirent tomplexion from him, who honeſtly ſubſtribes himſelf Hpicuri ar grege 
portum, an hog of Epicurus's hrra and who ſem: elferuhere ſays of our bard, Qui 
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| They balle the ſplenidid Becatomb to che Gbd ne 
Orderly round the well - built fane to range. N * . a 

| Their hands then Waltr d, they took up falted cke, 2 


When Chry/es Rd aloud with palms 1 ub. Wen aun 


N61: 300 5 al wma 

5 0 THOU that ſhieldeft-Chry/e wih Grine * 1953 07. at; 
Fair Cilla, ruling Tenedat with might. 
God of the ſilver bow, propitious hear | 
For gracious haſt thou heard me in my pray'ry 540 
Me thou haſt honour'd, hatifling the Greeks ; US 3937 tlErge 
Now piteous, ſfoften'd, grant this alter'd wiſh, 522 


Oh free the gehe, bones þ en plague! | 
"Hz ſpoke it in \ new! r. Apolh Phebus heard; 
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They after pray d, and caſt their ſalted cakes; 545 
Firſt they the ſacrifices flew, and flay'd, I E 

_,, Twiſting ! the neck behind ; ; the ſever'd thighs i 
hben carv'd, with double cauls, invelop'd rounct. 


\- They cover'd wer with favs" eee 


S845. They after wy a af tht ſalted cakes 1 405 
This paſſage has been to me the moſt eee taſk to tranſlate 90 any in the 
whole Mad, nor ſhall T wonder if the reader pronounces me a very bad cook of the 
words, I refer the curious to Pep whole note on it, as worthy his attention, as 
affording ſo good a light to fo obſcure à paſſage replete with ancient (long ſince 
antiquated) cuſtoms, (See his note on #600.''the:ſacrifice). -- 

Yet are the lines nervous in the original, and ſavour mocking of ORB to 
which I refer the learned peruſer, beginning 458: The ne line in nen 


FR A iurav ply vH, & lc x Wupas. HOWE e the v7, 
| (Twiſting the neck behind, they flew, they flay'd ) WITTE 
aids repreſents the toil and labour they were at in bending the ** ads back: 
ward to laughter them fir, and after to flay off their hides. g 

Virgil was not aſhamed to imitate even this, ſeeming to reverence indeed every 
thing in Homer. Dr. Clarke cites it at length, to which I refer the curious, in 
the original, En. i. 214. E 
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Culling rich gobbets on the thighs diſpos d. OE „ 1 
The ſage then burn d clove wood, and-copious pour d . 7 
In pure libation, cordial, fable wine 92 
. While round the youths held dp bos Neigted bn of 

The thighs thus burnt; they on the entrails ſcdlsd Di! 
Then ſlie' d the reſt, with forks tranfpiere d chey ruft: 956 
Dextrous; and ſnatch up all with caper Perc) 
Their taſk thus finiſh'd, and prepar d Weir feaſt; - ;, 
| Each joyous ſoul their equal banquet ſhar'd. 
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And now, of drink and food. the keen defire . | Av) oth air 


* Fre youths, the | top cromn'd with wine Pati 3 — | 
"oy ; N OJ 
335. 4 — cordial, fen ad. ot OP | Xe 40 570, 19320, wan 
alder ove, nigrum vinum, ſable wine, as Dr. Clarke renders i it, OY: 36 15 
1 have taken the liberty to put two epithets, | including both ſenſes, acco 08 
the different opinions of expoſit tors. Dr. Clarke, in his note, cites Gan Tus 
Macrobius, who ſeem to think it i8 termed albern ehe, generous or cordial." wine 
from the degree of beat, or quality the wine was of, as the. original term may be ſup- 
poſed to imply. Yet the idea of ſable, which 1 have alſo added, intimates -ſome- 


thing of awe proper to the ſolemnity; and N wine might well be both black. i in 
colour, and withal of a cordial hat quality. - 
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559+ And now, of drink aud food. the 8 neo N ih 470 tune _ 
Suff d, the youths, the goblets crotun d with wing]. ./ M11 5 DM o 
Our Milton imitates the ſimplicity of the fin line, wh 60 e OR at” 
Aura ird nm mie ik ien been e ine e 
Au uno ef drink and frod See. % Ci 438" e w 
TT 80 E when with meats and drinks Ge eim ! net nit 


. Met burdam d, nature: War wy mi fries e YR 
aig of Adam and Bve'regaling their ange! 'viitand with a rural fealk of Hun 
worthy of Paradiſe, and. eruſhing for dvint, the grape'sinofffen/ive muft ; but in the 
ſecond. line — the youths the goblats crown d tuitb mine. Perhaps from ſuab frequend 
paſſages Horace pleaſantly ſaid: of our venerablerold bund, Laudibus argoitur vii vuineſis 
Homerus. | - Ih, ang ig an: that . 
Which word vinoſus I e e een forte if, he meant it nds in a 9 of 
ſenſe ; Homer every where inculcating good morals in hig Hiad\througbout; he b 
ing of a different tomplexion from him, who honeſtly ſubſcribes himſelf Hpicuri de 91h 
abr an hog of 3 « Ard, and Fw ſekinuſty rlferohere ſays of our bard, Qui 
Obſequious 
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o;Obſequious offer rohnd Air He dealt. bowl. ont Steil 2 
Th Achgian,yontlis the liyelong eee gal ad T. 
Hymning glad Pæans pagity'& the GM, e ni 
Reſounding the ter ae hans den: Dun lid FF 
Now ſet the ſim, and. . bes 

When the ſhips halfers round they ſlept t; oil n 
But when the daughter ce em {have forthe. 0 
Aurora roſy- bager d. hook. they, fil'd Maik nel! 0 . 


vid fit pulchrum, quid - quid utile ts yon, $0 ac nine Ge ac 
Greer, dicit Ry I Supra ile vs in EM“. aan 
Tne phraſe rhaiefond vingſat above, implies only a. ſocin hearty'a loyer of wirth 
and good humour in good company, and countenances 3 Y innocent merri- 
nent over owing cups uſed with moderation. 
Dr. Clarke, 1 here Horace s contemporary poet Pirgits imitation of t this circum- 
4 the. f Une 1 0 of which, 3 165 Crateras magnos N 5 Bs EFT. 
55 5 before them huge gobleer crawn 8 with overflaing wines, Yet hath not hat 
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tug 7 Man 77 lared to tax the Roe aro with intemperance, e the 

ance of wine which ls f emp lied b * — — of the Fer. blets, But 
1 Irn b is maftire.” He Häth ſooth?T Virgil in a fine ll age; for 
his Joſt fall Duintiliua'* Ergo Qutntilium perpetuus ſopor 'utget * And does an 
everluſting fleep opprefs: Sener (held in the bonds of death)? Adding, when 
about to conclude, Quod fi Threicio blandius Orphes, Ke. But admitting (faith 
the Paraſite) that you do touch the ur more ravifhingl "than the Thracian 
Orpheus, &c. B. I. Ode xxivv © 
in brief; Homer was uad, and Virgil was' Boing "He who was eipable of writ- 
ing, Qui Bavium non odit, amet tua carmina, Mævi * ¶ He that abomind fer not Bavius, 
tet ſuch love thy (equally vile) verſes, Mavius) ! And — non tu, indocte] ſolebas 
Stridenti miſerum ſtipula carmen? (Thou bleckhrad wog not thou uſed, 
according to thy old cuſtom, to murder ſome wretched ballad in fome three-lan'd Areet with 
«hy: ſqudating fi- pipe) He who could thus ludicrouſly laſh in the moſt venomous 
fatire, the moſt miſerable of all ſeribblers, could doubtleſs, if provoked to it, have 
found a rent even in | Horace's Parnaſien Cloak, on ſeeing of which expoſed, his 
comrades might have cried out to him in his own. words, —riſum tencatis, ane 
My Friends ! can ye flifle your laughter ? 
F | 
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Herace celebrates the cervicem rotem Telephi, he end 2 5 
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tying) the white, as in the cheeks particularly, with 
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the lines in the original regularly following that juſt cited | (ſignifying ce Miaing 
forth of Aurora) ſo wonderfully. in their flaw deſctibe the ;ſhip's gallant riding over... 
a the waves of the ocean, that I muſt beg dere to tranſcribe chem inte: * dan. 
eee Ka vir rut da yorre- ſerra yards adi Jeu 'A | 1 d Len ds L | 
Toru F benen Apen Ir+ bedepp@r e 7 e 2; ) 4a ara 
bf | yg iF wv rioarr”, ave 0 ifia and me Ae . 4 | | 
Nb WY nile rg wy eee, 
x 1 irh 20 70 „ de Werke * e 2— 1 id ga $5.99 43 
CT nit pecans fe III | 
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| the farface of the founding ſhe, 1. 575. 6 
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Es A proſy'rous gale at orice Hy fbr e mH ue 

© Spread their white ſails," which the * -,» 1 .phnontly 

== Wide ſwelling belly'd, az, the purple wave”. 99 

5 Round the ſhip's keel relounded as the pals'd, |. 5 
| »"Skiletiing the fiirſice'of the bounding ſurge. | - oo; e gag" 
- "Their huge Greet hoſt now'reach'd, Rr : Mere 


Ther fable thip kigh- rais'd upon the fand, 5 
= Shov'd by long rollers :. then the toiling tn 1 
1 1 ee ta their tents and fleet... 3 oy = 
"i SWIFT<HEEL'D Arbilles, Palau like „ * 5 to 
_ Burn d yet in wrath, to kisquick-ſailing ſhips. * 257 AE 
woah wee all deg; in Abba (our of} paint * thei nn, 
. fimming of the. veils along the ſurface. | 
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= te Apollo, ivy A, longejaculans, the fer-/heoting Atoll. e 
9 Dr, Clarks. it is rendered az_cofanionly-interpreted), methinks may yet imply here 
BY to erent paſs he PD, - . ——— hard- 
toiling-(in return for his pg been ſo handſfoinely pman's), to accelerate the 
progreſs-of the ſhip. 15 ough.nothing is difficult on dcenſion to a God, yet 
Anme Gods are occaſionally repreſented as taking great pins to accompliſh. their 
wills, But had I fo turned it in the verſion, I was apprehenſive it would not ſo 
properly. have: chm Apelle to- hure called him the hard-toiling Gad (it had 
b dettor faited Vn), notwithRanding the 'paſlage implies as much, who, is moſtly 
= ried Gil Ard uny dr ut the end of many Knex eee avidin, bbs 
| | Hpollo, or the firr-Aeoting Mello 21 WN 9 it 1 2803 „ano 333 2. af 
# Tlhube other unuſual epi "i, FL EPA the 1 u roppugtoy, 
= |  AuRtus ater (the black wave), as commonty; rendered, but Jicerdlly pirpares fluctus, 
| | 3 N. ware, which, on due-weighing be. point, I preferred as rightyfor this reaſon, 
| Homer might intend thereby to repreſent the refex5on of the ſun- baum: 
# denn 3 opening billows bluſhing gra witk a: red or purple gleam {the riſing of 
HJ © the h nager d 22 or break Nay been Juſt before pampouſly,ſo 
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The mandates of her ſon, but quick e \ 2! 
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beauty, Homer 'i ſtyling Jou * 50 which auguſt zicle — Neu- | 
liar majeſty, and is What conſtitutes 7 0 $, they e well ag his 
ambrofial locks, the a of Which e je dar is "tricking up the lovetyign_ 
of Olympus, like a * ed 2 Ay, a Br Ke Zut te make 
amends for uttering is truth, Nis wdtes; afs moſtly Judicient, often ver | 
and entertaining, which I ſhould not be aſhamed to ditt freely, 8 e 
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dle bards % meaning only to br ing him. 
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